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The winners of the 8th Johann-Philipp-Palm-Award for Freedom of Speech and the Press come from Burundi and Turkey

The public ceremony will be held on Sunday, 4 December 2016 at 11:00 in the Barbara Künkelin Hall in Schorndorf / Baden-Württemberg

The winners of the 2016 Johann-Philipp-Palm-Award for Freedom of Speech and the Press are the radio journalist Inès Lydie Gakiza from Burundi and the Turkish group "Academics for Peace" which include Esra Mungan, Meral Çamcı, Muzaffer Kaya and Kıvanç Ersoy. The award is endowed with € 20,000 and is allocated every two years by the Palm-Foundation e.V. based in Schorndorf, Germany. It is under the patronage of the Prime Minister of Baden-Württemberg, Winfried Kretschmann.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Inès Gakiza is a radio journalist from Burundi. Since April 2015, after Pierre Nkurunziza was chosen as the president in disputed circumstances, the East African country is in a state of emergency. Journalists and opposition activists have since been subjected to arbitrary arrests and abductions and they fear for their lives. This includes Ms. Gakiza, who can no longer work for the independent, private radio station "African Public Radio (APR)", where she has been employed since 2011. She initially fled to Rwanda and is currently a guest at the Hamburg Foundation for the Politically Persecuted. Together with colleagues and while she fled, she set up a news magazine about Burundi on the internet and continues to report in articles and broadcasts about the military and political situation in the country. By doing this, she is aware of the important information function.
Academics for Peace is a pacifist group that campaigns for freedom of expression in Turkey. In January 2016 it directed a petition towards the Turkish government to resume the peace process between Turks and Kurds in eastern Turkey. The appeal was signed by 2,000 academics. They are convinced that an open, democratic civil society can only come about through education and value assessment. The four female academics and the one male academic, who will receive the award on behalf of the group, were temporarily remanded due to the petition. They are directly affected by the questionable actions as a result of the military coup in July of this year; it threatens bans on work and travel as well as lawsuits.
The Palm-Foundation’s Board of Trustees, which selects the winners, has already made its decision in early May. The Foundation refers to suggestions by partners such as Amnesty International, Journalists Help Journalists and Reporters Without Borders. The winners are always announced only on 26 August. With this award, the Foundation is reminded of its namesake, Johann Philipp Palm, a bookseller native to Schorndorf (1766-1806). As a publisher of a pamphlet that criticised Napoleon, he was convicted in a mock trial to death and shot. This year his birthday will be celebrated for the 250th time.
The winners will be able to personally receive their awards in a public ceremony on Sunday, 4 December 2016 in Schorndorf. The keynote speech will be Hubert Spiegel, the senior editor for literature and the Germany correspondent for the feature articles in the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung.
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