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Preface
Professor Dr Ulrich Palm
Member of the Board of Trustees, Representative of the Palm Family
On the Second Advent of the past year, the Palm-Foundation awarded the Johann-Philipp-Palm-Award for
the eighth time. With the radio journalist Inès Lydie Gakiza and the group Academics for Peace, outstanding
personalities have been honoured who stand for the ideal of the award. They come from countries outside
the European Union. Nevertheless, their actions are directly related to us. Ms Gakiza comes from BadenWuerttemberg’s partner country, whose Prime Minister is the patron of the award. Academics for Peace are
committed to sustainable democracy in Turkey – a country that is connected to us in many ways. This is
demonstrated not least by the recent referendum on the Turkish constitution, which could pave the way for
an autocratic state. In a globalised world, this is not a matter of asking questions about societies in distant
countries, but about decisions that will affect us in a specific way.
This documentation at hand gives an overview of the selection of the award winners as well as the award
ceremony with the presentation of the awards. Following a list of the members of the elective Board of
Trustees and the press statements regarding the announcement of the award winners there is the written
greeting from the Prime Minister of Baden-Wuerttemberg. Hereinafter, the format of the award ceremony is
followed by a greeting from the Mayor of the city of Schorndorf, Hubert Spiegel's outstanding speech, the
award certificates, the worthy laudations by Bruno Brommer and Christiane Schloetzer, and the responses
from the award winners. At the end, there is a press review with articles pertaining to the award ceremony as
well as an expression of thanks by Annette Kroenert, who we are very happy to be associated with. Martin
Pfeiffer, we would like to thank you for your hard work in creating this documentation.
Last but not least, we would like to express our great hope that in Burundi and in Turkey a constitutional
and democratic order is being reintroduced in which freedom of speech and freedom of the press are not
only part of the constitution, but are sincerely lived.
Schorndorf, March 2017

Dr Rainer König

Professor Dr Ulrich Palm

Chairman of the Board of Directors

Chairman of the Supervisory Board
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Members of the Board of Trustees 2016
f.l.t.r.: Professor Dr Ulrich Palm, Mayor Matthias Klopfer, Seyran Ateş, Dr Thomas Schnabel, D. Eberhardt Renz
Picture: Palm Family and Company Archives
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Members of the Board of Trustees 2016
Seyran Ateş
Attorney and Publicist, Winner of the 2008 Johann-Philipp-Palm-Award, Berlin
Freimut Duve
Publicist, former OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media, Hamburg
Matthias Klopfer
Mayor of Schorndorf
Karl-Dieter Moeller
Former Editor for Law and Justice, ARD/SWR Television, Karlsruhe
Professor Dr Ulrich Palm
University of Hohenheim, Representative of the Palm Family, Hohenheim
Martin Pfeiffer
Church Councillor and Regional Representative for European Issues ret., Zell u.A.
D. Eberhardt Renz
Retired Regional Bishop, Chairman of the Board of Trustees, Tuebingen
Matthias Schepp
Managing Director of the Chamber of Foreign Trade in Russia, Moscow
Christiane Schloetzer
Assistant Head of Department Page Three at the Daily Newspaper Sueddeutsche Zeitung, Munich
Dr Thomas Schnabel
Director of the House of History of Baden-Wuerttemberg, Stuttgart
Hubert Spiegel
Editor for Literature and Germany Correspondent for the Feature Pages at the Daily Newspaper Frankfurter
Allgemeine Zeitung, Frankfurt
Christa Vossschulte
Former Vice President of the Baden-Wuerttemberg State Parliament, Esslingen
From the Guidelines for the Bestowment of the Award:
The Laureates of the Johann-Philipp-Palm-Award are selected by the Board of Trustees whose members are
appointed by the Board of Directors in every award year; members can be reappointed and practice
honorary. The Award can be distributed to as many as three laureates (women, men, institutions). The Board
of Trustees´ decision is final and cannot be contested.
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Press Release
Published by the Palm-Foundation´s Board of Trustees on 26th August 2016

The winners of the 8th Johann-Philipp-Palm-Award for Freedom of Speech and the Press of the PalmFoundation from Schorndorf/ Germany come from Burundi and Turkey
The public ceremony will be held on Sunday, 4 December 2016 at 11:00 in the Barbara Kuenkelin
Hall in Schorndorf near Stuttgart in Baden-Wuerttemberg/ Germany
The winners of the 2016 Johann-Philipp-Palm-Award for Freedom of Speech and the Press are the radio
journalist Inès Lydie Gakiza from Burundi and the Turkish group "Academics for Peace" which include Esra
Mungan, Meral Çamcı, Muzaffer Kaya and Kıvanç Ersoy. The award is endowed with € 20,000 and is
allocated every two years by the Palm-Foundation (Palm-Stiftung e.V.) based in Schorndorf, Germany. It is
under the patronage of the Prime Minister of Baden-Wuerttemberg, Winfried Kretschmann.
Inès Lydie Gakiza is a radio journalist from Burundi. Since April 2015, after Pierre Nkurunziza was chosen
as the president in disputed circumstances, the East African country is in a state of emergency. Journalists
and opposition activists have since been subjected to arbitrary arrests and abductions and they fear for their
lives. This includes Ms. Gakiza, who can no longer work for the independent, private radio station "African
Public Radio (APR)", where she has been employed since 2011. She initially fled to Rwanda and is
currently a guest at the Hamburg Foundation for the Politically Persecuted. Together with colleagues and
while she fled, she set up a news magazine about Burundi on the internet and continues to report in articles
and broadcasts about the military and political situation in the country. By doing this, she is aware of the
important information function.
The group "Academics for Peace" is a pacifist group that campaigns for freedom of expression in Turkey.
In January 2016 it directed a petition towards the Turkish government to resume the peace process between
Turks and Kurds in eastern Turkey. The appeal was signed by 2,000 academics. They are convinced that an
open, democratic civil society can only come about through education and value assessment. The four
female academics and the one male academic, who will receive the award on behalf of the group, were
temporarily remanded due to the petition. They are directly affected by the questionable actions as a result
of the military coup in July of this year; it threatens bans on work and travel as well as lawsuits.
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The Palm-Foundation’s Board of Trustees, which selects the winners, has already made its decision in early
May. The Foundation refers to suggestions by partners such as Amnesty International, Journalists Help
Journalists and Reporters Without Borders. The winners are always announced only on 26 August. With this
award, the Foundation is reminded of its namesake, Johann Philipp Palm, a bookseller native to
Schorndorf (1766-1806). As a publisher of a pamphlet that criticised Napoleon, he was convicted in a
mock trial to death and shot. This year his birthday will be celebrated for the 250th time.
The winners will be able to personally receive their awards in a public ceremony on Sunday, 4 December
2016 in Schorndorf. The keynote speech will be Hubert Spiegel, the senior editor for literature and the
Germany correspondent for the feature articles in the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung.
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Greeting from the Patron
Winfried Kretschmann
The Prime Minister of the State of Baden-Wuerttemberg
Albert Camus once said:
"A free press can, of course, be good or bad, but, most certainly without freedom, the press will never
be anything but bad."
It is hard to formulate the significance of freedom of speech and the press any better than that. And this is
without a doubt one of the most important achievements of our democracy. Freedom of the press is always
an indicator for how human rights are constituted in a country as a whole. I am proud and happy to live in a
country in which freedom of the press and freedom of speech allows me to not have to be pleased or like
everything that was written about me in the newspapers and said on the television. Press freedom is for me
a direct expression of a functioning democracy.
As patron of the eighth ceremony of the Johann-Philipp-Palm-Award, I am particularly pleased that this
year’s distinction again honours people and institutions that have courageously and determinedly supported
freedom of speech and freedom of the press. It is an engagement that cannot be looked at high enough
because freedom of speech and independently informed citizens are the cornerstones of every democratic
society. Exercise of these rights, which has become self-evident in our society, can have the worst
professional and personal consequences in illegitimate states. The life of Johann Philip Palm shows the
extent of this.
The task of journalists is not to be liked by the powerful. Their work is meant to enlighten, sometimes
reveal, to create transparency and thereby enable citizens to have an independent image – the basic
prerequisite for free expression. The Johann-Philipp-Palm-Award calls attention to critical voices, which so
many despots would like to silence.
With the Turkish group "Academics for Peace" and the radio journalist Inès Lydie Gakiza from Burundi, the
jury has awarded outstanding journalistic personalities and worthy prize winners again this year. I would like
give them the greatest respect for their commitment. They stand for the fact that humans themselves can be
free in spirit while in custody or exile. And they remind us that we always have to continue to defend our
ideals and values. They have been faced with imprisonment and persecution, but have followed their
conscience. They have proven to have courage, determination, steadfastness and character. They have asked
the right questions and have gotten to the bottom of things, which others would have deeply buried.
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I hope that this award encourages all of the prize winners to continue what they are doing, as it is very
important for them as well as for their fellow citizens to ask even dangerous questions.
I would like to thank the founder's family and all those who support the Palm-Foundation.
I especially thank those who stand for the ideals of freedom of the press and freedom of speech –
everywhere in this world and often times under the harshest conditions.

Winfried Kretschmann
Prime Minister of the State of Baden-Wuerttemberg
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f.l.t.r.: Hubert Spiegel, Christiane Schloetzer, members of the group "Academics for Peace",
Inès Lydie Gakiza (red dress), far right Seyran Ateş.
Picture: D. Grbic, Bebop Media
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Festive Award Ceremony on Occasion of the
8th Johann-Philipp-Palm-Award for Freedom of Speech and the Press on
Sunday, 4th December 2016 in Schorndorf, Germany
Programme Sequence
Music: Die Gedanken sind frei (The Thoughts are Free – German Popular Ballad)
Welcome Speech and Gratitude
Professor Dr Ulrich Palm, Representative of the Palm Family
Greeting from the City of Schorndorf
Mayor Matthias Klopfer
Music: J.S. Bach: Cello Suite No. 4 in E-flat major – Prelude
Keynote Speech:
Anger instead of truth? Freedom of speech and the press in so-called post-truth time
Hubert Spiegel, Frankfurter Allgemeinen Zeitung
Music: J.S. Bach: Cello Suite No. 4 in E-flat major – Sarabande and Gigue
Appreciation of the Laureates
Laudation on Inès Lydie Gakiza by Bruno Brommer, Ambassador ret. to Burundi
Laudation on "Academics for Peace" by Christiane Schlötzer, Sueddeutsche Zeitung
Presentation of the Award Certificates
Responses of the Laureates
Inès Lydie Gakiza, Radio Journalist, Burundi
Muzaffer Kaya representing "Academics for Peace" , Peace Activists from Turkey
Music: David Popper: The Perfected Art of Playing the Cello – Etude No. 22 in G-Major
Invitation to Reception

-------------------------------------------------------------------Translation French: Carolin Behrendt, Winnenden
Translation Turkish: Seyran Ateş, Berlin
Music: Jonas Palm, Violoncello
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Welcome Speech and Gratitude
Professor Dr Ulrich Palm
Member of the Board of Trustees, Representative of the Palm Family
Dear Ms Gakiza,
dear Ms Sayin, Ms Camcı, Mr Yenegün, Mr Kaya,
You have come to Schorndorf today. It is a tranquil place that has many advantages with its beautiful
location in the Swabian Remstal, its charming old town, its efficient, generous citizens and its energetic and
sympathetic mayor. This is not the reason for your presence. We have the honour of welcoming you here
today in Schorndorf because you will be awarded with an international prize for freedom of speech and the
press. It is named after the bookseller Johann Philipp Palm, who was born here 250 years ago.
What did the founders think when they named the award when it was initiated? Family tradition was a
connecting point, but not the deeper reason. As a young man, the founder himself had to know what the
indoctrination of a despotic system could bring about. He was deeply aware of the manipulation of the
deceiving seducer and he wanted to set a symbol against it. In the words of the American philosopher
Santayana, the idea of the founders can therefore be concisely summarised: "Those who cannot remember
the past are condemned to repeat it." This is not to say that we will experience past events again. Life is a
river that is constantly changing. History does not repeat itself. But it rhymes as Mark Twain expressed:
"History does not repeat itself, but it is often rhymes." And likewise, you find important parallels between
you, our award winners, and the bookseller Johann Philipp Palm. He claimed – as you did – the right to
express his opinion and to criticise grievances. He was, like you, a man of his word, to whom violence was
alien, and who alone, with his understanding, challenged the rulers. He accepted – as you did – personal
consequences.
Ms Gakiza, it is a great honour to welcome you and your husband, Mr Ndikumana, to Schorndorf. You come
from Burundi, the African partner country of Baden-Wuerttemberg, which is a special bond between us. As
you know, our Prime Minister is the patron of this award.
I am also very pleased to welcome the members of the group "Academics for Peace", which are present here
today. Ms Sayin, Ms Camci, Mr Yenegün, Mr Kaya – you will receive the award today representatively for
your group. Our Foundation’s selection committee made its decision in favour of your group at the beginning
of May of this year. The coup attempt two months later – which is now intended to justify a reconstruction of
Turkey into an authoritarian state – was not yet foreseeable at that time.
The threats towards freedom of speech and freedom of the press are numerous. The liberal, secularised
state thrives on prerequisites according to the dictum of the constitutional lawyer Ernst-Wolfgang
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Boeckenfoerde, which he himself cannot guarantee. The freedom granted by the constitutional state to its
citizens must therefore be regulated from within, from the moral substance of the individual and the
homogeneity of society. This dilemma is currently particularly acute with regard to the formation of public
opinion. Our keynote speaker therefore will talk about "Anger instead of truth? Freedom of speech and the
press in so-called post-truth time". Mr Spiegel, you are the correspondent for the features section of the
F.A.Z., a literary scholar and critic of literature and theatre and you have been a member of our
Foundation’s Board of Trustees since the first award. Thank you very much for coming and for your
upcoming speech.
I warmly welcome and also express my thanks to Ms Schloetzer, the Turkey correspondent for the
Sueddeutsche Zeitung, who is also a member of the Board of Trustees, as well as former ambassador Mr
Brommer and his wife. You know the countries of our award winners up close and personal. I am therefore
particularly pleased that you will deliver the laudations for our prize winners.
Numerous institutions and persons are involved in our award. The Foundation cooperates with the city of
Schorndorf, with Amnesty International, Reporters Without Borders, Journalists Helping Journalists, the
House of History in Stuttgart as well as the Hamburg Foundation for the Politically Persecuted. I warmly
welcome Mr Mayor Klopfer as a co-host and a committed partner to many Foundation activities. I would like
to thank you, Lord Mayor, for many years of excellent cooperation.
As a member of the state parliament, I would like to welcome Ms Haeffner to whom we are indebted for the
presence of Mr and Mrs Brommer, as well as the representatives of the Foundation for Development
Cooperation, who will later be distributing fair trade coffee from Burundi in the foyer.
Of the democratically elected representatives, I also warmly welcome Mr Mayor Holzwarth from Winnenden
as well as the ladies and gentlemen of the regional, district and city councils.
From the Foundation's Board of Trustees, who select the award winners with great responsibility, I welcome,
in addition to the already mentioned members, retired regional bishop Mr Renz as chairman, Ms Ateş,
retired state parliament Vice President Ms Vossschulte, Dr. Schnabel, retired church council Mr Pfeiffer and
Mr Moeller, and I thank you very much. Mr Renz, Mr Moeller – at your own request you are leaving the
Board of Trustees after a long term membership. Special thanks to you. Seyran Ateş – you are not just a
winner from the year 2008, but you have also proposed the group "Academics for Peace" this year. I thank
you for this.
An award ceremony like this can only be carried out over many years if the institution on which it is based
on has a very sound economic basis. This depends on the people who support it in the long term. As
members of the Board of Directors and of the Foundation Council of the Palm-Foundation, I would like to
welcome Dr Koenig, former mayor Mr Kuebler, notary public Mr Bauer, Mr Klemm, Mr Toetsch, as well as
their attending wives. Annette Kroenert, I would like to particularly emphasise your commitment towards
this award ceremony. Ms Frech – I am also very happy to have you here today. I would also like to welcome
Ms Seckler, Mr Kienlechner, Mr Poppe, Ms Schoene-Meyer, Ms Huhle and Ms Kopp.
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From our cooperation partners Amnesty International, Reporters Without Borders, Journalists Helping
Journalists and the Hamburg Foundation for the Politically Persecuted, who always make excellently
researched proposals for the award ceremony, I welcome Ms Baeurle and Mr von Dohnany, Mr and Mrs
Macke and Mr Grau and his team. Ms Baeurle, Mr Macke – Ms Gakiza was selected on your proposal. Thank
you very much.
My special thanks go to Jonas Palm, who accompanies our event musically with his cello. I would also like
to thank both the staff of the Foundation and of the city, which is involved in organising this event with
great commitment, namely Ms Beckhoff. For the translation work, I would like to thank Ms Behrendt and Ms
Ateş very much.
My heartfelt thanks go to all the other project partners, sponsors and helpers who support this award and the
Foundation so effectively. Last but not least, I would like to thank the large family Palm – especially
Christoph Barth, my mother Ute Palm, my brother, former mayor Christoph Palm and my wife Elke Leiber –
as well as all of you for your interest in this award.
I am looking forward to meeting you later in the foyer and I wish all of you a joyful Advent season.
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Music by Jonas Palm on the Cello
Picture: D. Grbic, Bebop Media
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Greeting from the City of Schorndorf
Matthias Klopfer
Mayor of the City of Schorndorf
Johann Philipp Palm fought for the basic right of freedom of speech and the principles of the rule of law
and thus became a historical model. This year is a very special anniversary year: Johann Philipp Palm's
birthday is for the 250th time. On the occasion of this anniversary, the Palm-Foundation, in cooperation
with the City Museum, has created a permanent exhibit. You are more than welcome to come visit this
display at the City Museum in Schorndorf and learn more about this special person.
Dear Ms Gakiza,
Congratulations on the 2016 Johann-Philipp-Palm-Award!
Between Baden-Wuerttemberg and Burundi, there has been a growing partnership since the 1980s and thus
a large number of joint projects with municipalities, schools, initiatives and churches. Grassroots projects
have already supported the relationship between Baden-Wuerttemberg and Burundi throughout the difficult
years of the civil war. The civil society strives to help itself. Examples of grassroots projects include the
building and development of primary schools and literacy courses; the support of hospitals and health
centres, the promotion of equal opportunities for disadvantaged population groups and the advocation of
Burundian orphanage and disability homes.
The state of Baden-Wuerttemberg and the Republic of Burundi have been official partner countries for two
years now. The common goal of this partnership is to promote sustainable global development, peace and
global justice, as well as democracy and human rights. The treaty is politically but not legally binding.
What is the situation in Burundi?
Since April 2015, there has been a state of emergency in the East African country. Since then, journalists
and government critics have been subjected to arbitrary arrests and abductions. The security status in
Burundi is unclear and very tense. The police usually pursue their interests with weapons, rarely with
democratic laws. Justice is a word that many people can only dream of. The country is in a dangerous spiral
of violence. In the spring of 2016, several attacks took place in the centre of Bujumbura. The country
isolates itself and has denounced membership of the International Criminal Court.
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Inès Gakiza is a young, extremely dedicated and courageous woman. You had to leave your country, in which
a large number of women are illiterate; you had to leave because you, as an educated radio journalist,
reported on human rights violations and other grievances.
I admire your courage: you have been placed in extreme danger by reporting on the events in Burundi.
Especially women and girls are exposed to massive sexualised, structural violence and discrimination in this
uncertain environment.
You even reported internationally as a correspondent of the French editorial department of Deutsche Welle.
The organisation "Reporters without Borders" also classifies Burundi as one of the most dangerous countries
for journalists. After a long flight, you have been fortunate enough to be able to stay at the Hamburg
Foundation for Politically Persecuted People.
Dear "Academics for Peace" from Turkey,
I would like to congratulate you on the 2016 Johann-Philipp-Palm-Award!
What is the situation in Turkey?
Erdogan is currently dismissing tens of thousands of civil servants. Government critics are imprisoned, and
intellectuals accuse Erdogan of "unarmed terrorism". Universities, schools, associations, foundations are
being closed. Newspapers, radio and TV stations are prohibited or controlled by the Turkish government.
This has nothing to do with the rule of law! Freedom of speech in Turkey is at stake.
The petition for peace by "Academics for Peace" was signed by over 2,000 people. Some of the signatories
were released, dismissed. Others received death threats via social media. They demanded a long-lasting
peace between the Kurds and the Turks. They represent an open, democratic civil society. They stand for a
free life and free-thinking in Turkey. They were accused of "propaganda for a terrorist organisation" and
"disparagement of the Turkish nation".
The situations in the home countries of this year's award winners show only two examples, but the number
of countries where political and social freedom prevails is dramatically decreasing. Autocrats are
increasingly taking power, especially in Africa and the Middle East. This is also the case in Europe, for
example in Poland and Hungary.
Press freedom is an indicator of a functioning democracy. Unfortunately, not even every seventh citizen of
the world lives in a country with free media. Free and independent media is indispensable for the
functioning of our democratic society. The most important task of the media is to inform about world events,
to classify and evaluate current topics and developments; this is essential in an increasingly complex world.
Last but not least, the free press is there to control governments, politicians and companies and to watch
them work. They are the fourth power and an important one in the state.
- 15 -

Journalism is intended to enable people to participate competently in democratic, decision-making
processes. The quality of journalism plays the most important role here and it requires the following:
fairness, honesty, openness, transparency, diligence and the preservation of social guidelines. The quality of
journalism is, above all, a matter of moral courage, bravery, backbone and a clear position. Journalists, but
also academics, are the lawyers of the general public. Just as this year’s award winners exemplify.
Elmar Kupke once said, "Civil courage is the highest order in the struggle for peace." I am glad and proud
that Schorndorf is the venue for two important award ceremonies and that the basic right in Article 5 gets
the meaning it deserves: "Everyone has the right to freely express and disseminate his or her opinion in
words, writing and images, and to communicate freely from generally accessible sources. Freedom of the
press and the freedom of reporting by means of broadcasts and films are guaranteed. Censorship does not
take place."
This year, we were able to award a brave journalist – Anja Reschke – for her clear stance at the award
ceremony of the Barbara-Kuenkelin-Award here in Schorndorf. Anja Reschke lives in democratic Germany
where freedom of the press is self-evident. So different from our winners of the Palm-Award. However, Anja
Reschke had to contend with the rage of racist and right-wing populists due to her comments in social
media.
In the meantime, the formation of opinions is quite different and is sometimes manipulated: on the internet,
there are opinions and reports that are much less developed and controlled by journalistic due diligence.
Programmed opinion robots serve to strengthen the opinion. No wonder that journalism has to deal with
allegations of the lying press and the loss of credibility. Anja Reschke once said this about her job as a
journalist: "What luck to work in this profession. To denounce abuses in politics and society, to shake up
unjustness, to change things."
To say one’s opinion openly, even if it does not correspond to the majority or to the opinion of the
government, requires courage and determination, steadfastness and inner conviction. I would like to express
my full and sincere respect and gratitude to today's award winners.
Finally, I would like to thank the Palm family very warmly for founding the Palm-Foundation and all the staff
at the Palm-Foundation for the organisation of today's event. You enrich our city with your work, and with
the Palm-Award the most important assets in our society are supported: freedom of speech and freedom of
the press.
Johann Philipp Palm will always stand for these values and remain in our memory.
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Keynote Speaker Hubert Spiegel, Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung
Picture: D. Grbic, Bebop Media
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Keynote Speech
Editor for Literature and Germany Correspondent for the Feature Pages at the Daily Newspaper
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, Frankfurt
Anger instead of Truth?
Freedom of Speech and the Press in so-called post-truth Time
The lecture which I am allowed to hold today contains exactly 3,789 words. Almost all of these words can
be found in your dictionary, however only almost all. This is because dictionaries change because languages
change. And languages change because society changes. That may sound a bit banal, but it is not as trivial
as it seems. Battles have been fought for words; elections have been won or lost, intrigues raved or
uncovered, wars instigated or prevented. "Language matters", says the editor of Oxford Dictionaries, the
most important dictionary in the United Kingdom. Language is important, language is powerful.
So, let's ask the question of power right at the start; it will have to be asked a few times in one way or
another. Who actually determines which words are included in a dictionary and which are not? This is,
historically speaking, the task of dictionary translations. But who enthroned the dictionary translations, who
gave the order, who gave them the power, where do they derive their legitimacy from? As long as an
institution works, we do not usually ask ourselves such questions. The question of legitimation is, in most
cases, already a tangible symptom of crisis. That is valid, say, for the "Duden" in Germany, also for
dictionaries and their editors. They belong to that sort of institution, of which you will still hear several
speeches today. I mean institutions that have recently lost their reputation, without the causes of their loss
of reputation being immediately recognisable and comprehensible.
Compared to traditional institutions, Great Britain has a different relationship, a narrower and more solid
relationship than the Germans, whose history is richer in fractions than in continuity. So many Germans
thought that, at least until Brexit came. But perhaps it is also the other way around. Perhaps, the
historically still very young Federal Republic will prove to be capable of continuity, precisely because
German history has so many breaks and distortions. This would be to appreciate continuity because it has
not yet been taken for granted, and still has not become weary. That would be preferable.
But my topic today is more about caesura and breaks in continuity. So let's stick with Brexit. Its
consequences are still not foreseeable, by far not. It is unquestionable that it is a turning point in the recent
history of Great Britain and perhaps even of Europe as a whole. For this reason, it was generally assumed
that the Oxford Dictionaries editors would define the term "Brexit" as the word of the year 2016. But it came
differently. The English word of the year is, as we have recently learned, "post-truth," which literally means
"after-truth" or "after the truth". In Germany, the corresponding term is "post-faktisch". This decision has in
some cases been heavily criticised in Germany, unjustly, in my opinion. It is certainly not appropriate to
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speak of a post-factual age, as has sometimes happened. There are no epochs that are exclaimed every five
minutes. But we do not know how our world will look in ten or twenty years. For the time being, I understand
the word post-truth as being the result of the attempt to bring a process to the term, which not only directly
affects freedom of speech and the press, but also threatens it.
Post-truth politics, such as most recently seen in the American election campaign and earlier in the Brexit
campaign, can be understood as a political approach that no longer refers to facts and verifiable truths, but
knowingly and clearly makes false statements and lies on the basis of one's own action. The post-truth
politician uses the lie as a legitimate means, which he/she can apply with impunity because he/she
addresses an audience that simply does not care if it is lied to, at least in certain contexts. This is new; this
is the decisive difference to populist, dictatorial or propagandist policies as we have known them so far.
What is new is a presupposition which denies verifiable facts and accepts proven untruths. This is not easy
to understand. Who likes to be lied to? In other words, why is it that so many people are no longer bothered
when they are lied to? Here is another way to think about it, more fundamentally: how can it be that the
truth has suddenly fallen so strongly?
Truth, as Mark Twain had said, is our most precious asset. We should use it sparingly. One might think that
Twain, the sarcasm-prone author of Tom Sawyer's and Huckleberry Finn's adventures, formulated the motto
of the latest American election campaign with this witticism over a hundred years ago. In fact, the recent
election campaign in many respects recalls the situation in the United States during the nineteenth century,
when votes were bought, electoral offices were attacked and political opponents were defamed. Whoever
wanted a public office sometimes had to fear for their bodies and souls. The hatred, contempt and slanders
that Washington incurs as an embodiment of central power are not new, but belong to an unfortunate
tradition that accompanies the political history of the United States since the Declaration of Independence.
Where is the truth when a liar calls a liar a liar?
The magazine Politico has proved that Donald Trump made 87 untrue allegations within five days during the
election campaign. The New York Times documented 37 so-called "big lies" that came from the campaigner
Trump within one week. Three quarters of all Trump’s verifiable testimonies throughout the election
campaign, according to the American press, were false.
What are we starting with such numbers? If we belong to the group of Trump opponents, we will tend to
believe what we are going to hear. Very likely we are outraged, if not angry. If we belong to Trump's
advocates, we will do the opposite and assume that the figures are fictitious or at least greatly exaggerated.
Even then we will feel outrage or even anger. But what is the result of anger and outrage? In either case, we
are not in a position to review the above figures. It is impossible for us. This is not a problem of freedom of
speech. It is a problem of opinion making.
In Democracy, free press is an important tool in the process of opinion making. If this instrument drastically
loses its prestige when it is no longer used, or only to a limited extent, consequences are unavoidable in the
process of opinion making. Either a vacuum is created or other instruments replace the previous ones.
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The fact that an individual expresses his/her personal opinion about something, which is universally
accepted as a fact or truth, is his/her right, as Otfried Hoeffe explained here two years ago in his brilliant
speech. Anyone who expresses an opinion is protected by the right to freedom of speech and is not subject
to any evidence of his/her comments. One can assert what one wants and is not obliged to prove the
correctness of his/her assertions. This has been the case so far for private individuals, but not for politicians.
The private and the political discourse were separated for good reasons. In both areas, different rules were
applied. If politicians like Donald Trump now claim the privileges of the private individual in public
appearances and gets approval for this because the audience succumbs to deception, then considerable
problems arise. Such a private individual is speaking now, a quite normal man, who, paradoxically, is
simultaneously given the greatest authority. The unwritten rule of political discourse gets turned upside
down.
Up to now, public discourse had been based on the assumption that opinions could be influenced by
arguments and evidence, and that this kind of influence was positively distinguished from manipulation by
means of deliberately false statements. But a forthcoming, socio-ethically justified claim to truth and a right
to freedom of speech, which has always been demanded individually, have clearly entered into an
unfavourable, competitive relationship. Traditional forms of media have proved to be largely incapable of
mediating in this conflict. What is the reason for this? Well, they are themselves actors in this conflict and
are moreover involved in another competition with another actor, namely social media such as Facebook and
others.
Let’s try again to understand what is to be described with the concept of post-truth. The followers of posttruth politics present their opinions, beliefs, and feelings about all the facts which are contrary to these
opinions, beliefs and feelings. And vice versa, everything that does not corroborate their views is blinded,
ignored, denied, or simply dismissed as a lie. Donald Trump himself has described this process and his
consequence very well when he said, "I could shoot somebody in the middle of Fifth Avenue in New York
and I would not lose a single voter. It's just incredible." End of quote.
I would like to mention another example: former New York mayor Rudy Giuliani claimed during the
campaign that he supported Donald Trump and that there had not been any Islamic terrorist acts in the
United States before the presidential nomination of President Obama in 2008. Every American knows what
the date 9/11 means and that the Islamist terrorist organisation Al Qaeda was behind the terrible attacks on
the World Trade Center in 2001. Everyone knows that Giuliani has lied. But a part of the American
population liked the message that Giuliani wanted to convey with his lie, which is this: Obama is responsible
for the Islamic terror, as is Hillary Clinton. These two have brought terrorism into the country and so they are
to blame for it. Thus the lie is not really believed, at least not in this case. On the contrary, it is immediately
seen and recognised as what it is: a blatant untruth. But it is accepted because of the message associated
with it. The nature and value of the message itself does not necessarily mean anything.
This is all a bit different in the case of Boris Johnson, who drove through the country during his campaign
for Great Britain’s withdrawal from the European Union, with large, visible letters on his bus claiming that
England was transferring 350 million pounds a week to Brussels. Johnson's lie was hardly less
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presumptuous than that of Giuliani, but it certainly was not seen by every citizen of England right away. A
representative survey conducted just before the day of the referendum revealed the following finding: 78
percent of the English had ever heard of Johnson's allegation. 47 percent considered it to be true, while 39
percent thought it was false. Fourteen percent were undecided. The same survey found that 45 percent of
the English population believed that Turkey's accession to the European Union would soon take place, and
75 million Turks would then be eligible to move to the United Kingdom. 45 percent disagreed; ten percent
said they did not know about it.
It has been pointed out often and early enough in the English media that Johnson has lied, not just about
the 350 million pounds. The majority of the English population had nevertheless voted for Brexit, and as we
know, the liar Johnson is today the British Foreign Minister and continues to lie regardless.
"Brexit" would undoubtedly have been a good choice for the English word of the year 2016. But I consider
the word "post-truth" to be the better, more consistent decision. Why? Because without post-truth politicians
such as Boris Johnson, Ukip leader Nigel Farage and others that have been a part of it, it would very likely
not have come to Brexit. And because the post-truth politics of the Brexit supporters as well as the new
president-elect in the United States was so successful, it is to be feared that they will find many imitators.
So what could lie ahead of us is a renaissance of political disinformation and propaganda. Disinformation
was an important instrument during the Cold War; propaganda is a concept which we not only, but above all,
associate with totalitarian systems. What do such instruments have to look for in the domestic policy of
democratically constituted states? Nothing is what the answer should be. But targeted disinformation
measures have affected the American election as well as the outcome of the referendum on Britain's EU
membership, to a significant, if not a decisive, extent. If we ask ourselves which phenomena of recent
political events are really new, then we come to this dismaying response: methods of the foreign-political
confrontation between hostile states as well as propaganda methods in totalitarian states have entered the
domestic policy of Western democracies.
The election campaign with Donald Trump resembled a warlike dispute over long stretches. The American
domestic policy has become almost militarised, its language has bellicistic traits. "Sovereign is he who
decides on the exception" is a famous sentence of the German jurist and political theorist Carl Schmitt.
Whoever strives for sovereignty may fall for the idea of bringing about the exceptional state. How can one do
this? With words, for example. How do these words spread? By the media. Let's take a look at the media, the
new and the old. Let’s start with an old form of media.
The first dictionary in England was published in 1225. It only contained terms in Latin. It took almost four
hundred years until the first English-language dictionary was published. It appeared in 1604 and contained
2500 entries. In the course of the seventeenth century, six other competitors appeared. They all
concentrated on less common terms, on foreign words, as we would call them today. It was not until 1721,
that an attempt was made for the first time to create a dictionary which was at the same time an inventory
of the entire English language. With Samuel Johnson's famous "Dictionary of the English Language", a socalled lexicography, was first presented. In the nineteenth century, the Grimm brothers adopted Johnson's
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method, in which they cited quotations from literary works, which not only proved that the word in question
exists, but also illustrated its characteristics and its use. We usually understand an unknown word without
much effort when we encounter it in the context of an entire sentence. Johnson's work was the last attempt
by an individual to capture the English language in a dictionary.
When, in the mid-nineteenth century, the Dean of Westminster Abbey called for a new English language
dictionary at the Philological Society, it was already clear that such a project would overwhelm any
academic. The clever dean proposed to hire volunteers. The new dictionary should therefore become a
community project, a project of swarm intelligence avant la lettre. Today, the Oxford English Corpus brings
together 150 million words a month collected in newspapers, books and other printed materials, including
transcriptions of spoken language. Neologisms are filtered out; words which have attracted considerable
interest within the last twelve months, that is those which have been used particularly frequently, are
compiled into a list from which the editors finally choose the word of the year. A word is chosen that
expresses something about the state of English society and about what it moves, for better or for worse. All
this and much more can be found on the Oxford Dictionary homepage, for those who are interested.
But many do not want to know. This also applies to journalists. In the German press, the Oxford Dictionaries
were strongly criticised for their choice of the word of the year. When one looks at the criticism, a common
pattern is quickly established. Apparently, without knowing the selection procedure and its criteria, the
decision is rejected because it is erroneously understood as an affirmative, as a distinction, as if the editors
of the English dictionary wanted to ennoble what the term signifies. That one has to name things if one
wants to criticise or even fight them, the clearer, the better the risk is to fall into oblivion.
Language matters, says the dictionary editorial staff in Oxford. With their search programmes, they could
also determine whether my impression is true that the sentence "knowledge is power" is less common today
than twenty, fifty or one hundred years ago. The promised availability of the internet has depreciated
knowledge in favour of information. But one thing has not changed: the power of a few is all too often due to
the ignorance of too many. The Enlightenment was the historical project, which wanted to change
something. The Enlightenment and, in its wake, the emancipation of the middle class, which fought for the
right to freely express its political opinions and to disseminate and discuss this opinion in a free press, are
the foundations of modern democracy. The spirit of the Enlightenment, freedom of speech, freedom of the
press and democracy are mutually dependent; they belong together, and anyone who damages one of these
four elements damages others. It damages the whole thing. These achievements are to only be protected
when implemented, by means of active participation.
This is obviously a problem. In the 21st century, the understanding of participation and representation has
changed greatly. This is a consequence of the internet, which often facilitates participation, but also
pretends to do so where it does not happen at all. Quite a few people pounce on the commentary functions
of many websites, like food they had to do long without. They go into a virtual forest and are frustrated when
nothing echoes. They are obviously starving for nothing other than attention and confirmation. But a hungry
person is easier to manipulate than one who is full.
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Stephen Bannon, perhaps the most important and influential adviser to the new American president-elect,
has been directing the right, partly ultraconservative, news page "Breitbart News Network" for four years. In
October 2016, the site recorded 37 million visitors, which were confronted with content that, in the opinion
of many observers, was regarded as being partly nationalist, racist, anti-Semitic and homophobic. The
German weekly newspaper "Die Zeit" has recently quoted from an American study that has determined that
"Breitbart" is the leading source of political content on social media. And not just in the United States, but
worldwide. I quote: "The articles that appear on Breitbart are read more frequently than the New York Times,
the Washington Post and the Wall Street Journal. From mid-May to mid-June 2016, more than nine million
people were reading or sharing their articles on Facebook or Twitter. The Washington Post comes to 3.3
million, the Wall Street Journal to 2.9 million. The New York Times is not even among the first twenty." End
of quote.
The public influence of Breitbart is already enormous today. At the moment, it is said, that the media
company is looking for office space in Berlin and Paris in order to open branches in Europe. Bannon
himself, who is known as an "economic nationalist" and who openly speaks that his movement might remain
in power for the next 40 to 50 years, maintains good relations with Front National and Nigel Farage, the
former Ukip leader, who was one of the leaders of the Brexit campaign. A Breitbart office in London was
opened in 2014. In interviews, which he rarely gives, Bannon reveals that he sees himself and his
movement at the beginning of a development that is to spread from the United States to the rest of the
world.
Within the increasingly important world of social networks, the marginalisation of classical media is
becoming increasingly widespread. In Turkey, more than 170 Turkish media organisations have been closed
since the coup attempt in July 2016. People are being stalked, bullied, detained and likely also tortured to
some extent. The conditions are far worse in Burundi. Nothing like this is currently threatening the United
States or Europe. But also in Turkey, most observers are surprised by the quasi-dictatorial measures that
Erdogan has ordered. Sovereign is he/she who commands the exceptional state – with the example of Turkey
under Erdogan, one can currently scrutinise what this sentence can mean to our great suffering. We should
contemplate it and not forget that things that were established yesterday can be overthrown today.
"The free communication of ideas and opinions is one of the most precious of the rights of man. Every
citizen may, accordingly, speak, write, and print with freedom, but shall be responsible for such abuses of
this freedom as shall be defined by law."
That is what states in Article 11 of the Declaration of Human and Citizens' Rights, which was proclaimed in
the French National Assembly on 26 August 1789. On the day exactly, seventeen years later, Johann
Philipp Palm was shot upon French command because he did not want to move away from the rights that, in
his view and ours, he shared with all people. Napoleon, who had ordered the execution, had large armies,
but his soldiers were not as numerous as those mercenaries who threaten freedom of speech and the press
today.
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Donald Trump used all forms of media during the election campaign. It has been calculated that the
American television stations have given him a broadcasting time worth more than two billion dollars,
measured by the tariffs for commercials. No less important, probably even more important than television
was the short message service Twitter, through which Trump sent comments, explanations and messages
with great intensity, even today. At the moment, there are more than 16 million users that are registered as
so-called followers, who read, comment, and redistribute messages. 39 percent of these followers, I refer to
the status at the beginning of November, were not humans, but computer programmes, so-called bots, and
in other words communication robots.
These are Trump’s automated mercenaries that would have been available to every other person as well:
more than four million robots appear and act on the internet as if they were human beings. Bots are used in
social media for purposes of commercial advertising, but also to spread political messages. In the question
of who won the first TV duel in the election campaign, Trump or Clinton, the short message service Twitter
was evaluated. An investigation by the University of Oxford has shown that more than every third tweet,
which was given to Trump, was not from a human, but from a bot. Among the group of Hillary Clinton
supporters, about 22 percent of the tweets were computer-generated. Both groups have clearly been guilty
of manipulation, but have not violated any law.
For the normal internet user, the origin of such manipulated messages is not recognisable. In Germany, the
CDU, SPD, Greens, the Left Party and the FDP have spoken out against the use of bots in the upcoming
election campaign. The AFD was contradictory.
It is scary, but algorithms threaten to undermine the process of political opinion making. What does that
mean for freedom of speech and the press? "When the mind is asleep, the machines start to come alive", the
Polish poet Zbigniew Herbert once said. In the United States, lawyers are already discussing whether
machines have the right to freedom of speech. This is not a joke, even if it sounds like one. The American
constitution guarantees "freedom of speech". This argues that the right to freedom of speech and expression
is not bound to a subject, but refers solely to the act of speech. Google argues in a similar direction when it
links its search engine results with the protection of freedom of speech. Apple and Facebook have already
expressed themselves similarly. The right to freedom of speech and the press today, 250 years after the
birth of Johann Philipp Palm, could face other and perhaps far greater challenges in many parts of the world
than Palm’s descendants when they launched this award in 2002. All the more we are indebted to the
donors and their families.
I sincerely congratulate the award winners and thank you for your attention.
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Inès Lydie Gakiza with her Husband
Picture: D. Grbic, Bebop Media
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Under the Patronage
of the Prime Minister of Baden-Wuerttemberg
Mr Winfried Kretschmann
the
Palm-Foundation registered Nonprofit Organisation

awards
Ms

Inès Lydie Gakiza
Radio Journalist from Burundi
with the

Johann-Philipp-Palm-Award for Freedom of Speech and the Press 2016
for her unbroken courageous reporting on the political repression in Burundi, in particular on the human
rights violations which the illegitimate government is responsible for.
Inès Lydie Gakiza had to leave her home country during a civil war. Like other journalists, she was
threatened by arbitrary arrest, extrajudicial execution and torture. In exile, however, she continues her work
undeterred; she has founded an online radio station as well as the internet news magazine "HumuraBurundi". This passionate journalist continues to provide the people of Burundi daily with critical, nativespeaking news and important information. She gives them a voice that they no longer have.
Inès Lydie Gakiza shares the Award with the Group "Academics for Peace" from Turkey.
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Laudation on Inès Lydie Gakiza
Bruno Brommer, Ambassador ret. to Burundi
Speyer
When I went to Burundi at the end of 2011 and everything was new and unusual for me, I soon realised that
there was a constant in the lives of the Burundians. Every day at lunchtime, the same melody was heard
everywhere in the country: a melody that was used to announce the news of the radio station Radio Publique
Africaine (RPA). No matter what part of Burundi I was in, the people were everywhere on the receivers,
mostly mobile telephones, listening to the news provided by RPA, which was the only reliable source of news
in the otherwise buzzing country that is filled with rumours and targeted false reports. I, too, soon started to
listen to RPA and the other independent radio stations "Isanganiro" and "Radio Renaissance" and I read the
weekly newspaper "IWACU". All of these became important sources of information; their journalists were
regarded as reliable contact and discussion partners.
Together, we opposed the press law – even when it eventually ended in vain. This law was passed by the
governmental majority in the parliament in 2013 and it brought a considerable restriction on the work of
journalists. We welcomed the return of the exiled politicians in the same year and expressed great hope in
the opposition's dialogue with the government that was initiated by the United Nations Office (BNUB). The
liberal right to vote, also adopted in the same year by the parliament, as well as the Code of Conduct during
the election, which was compiled by all parties, were welcomed by all of us as successes on the road to free
and fair elections.
But as early as 2014, the government began to collect freed liberties and went against the opposition on a
confrontation course, which intensified with the beginning of the 2015 election. This began with the arrest
of the director of RPA, Bob Rugurika, who was released after weeks of international pressure. His return
from the prison location in Gitega to Bujumbura resembled a triumphal procession, spontaneously organised
by the general public. This caused fear to prevail; they could no longer be certain of "their" people. A short
time later, inner-party opponents rebelled against a third mandate of President Nkurunziza. He reacted to
the internal opposition movement with brutal violence: all those who did not repudiate were removed from
their offices and state posts and a warrant for their arrest was issued. Today, all of them live abroad, mostly
in Rwanda.
With the failed coup attempt in mid-May 2015, the hunt for protesters and alleged opponents, now called
"terrorists" began: a total of approximately 10,000 – mainly young men were imprisoned or are considered
"disappeared"; hundreds if not thousands lost their lives, nearly 300,000 Burundians fled to the
neighbouring countries, in particular to Rwanda and Tanzania. Politicians and journalists fled the country
and escaped their bailiffs proverbially in the last minute.
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This was also the case for this year's winner of the Johann-Philipp-Palm-Award for Freedom of Speech and
the Press, Inès Gakiza. She had to leave Burundi in the face of the increasing threat and first found asylum
in Rwanda. There, she founded an online radio and an internet news magazine with other expelled
colleagues, in order to provide the Burundian population with information. In Burundi, where she had
worked for RPA until the middle of 2015, she had made a name for herself as a courageous journalist who
reported fearlessly and critically about human rights violations. Her reports on the socio-economic and
political conditions in the neighbouring countries and in the East African Community (EAC) also attracted
great attention and the distrust of the government.
Ms Gakiza has been living in Hamburg since March of this year after being invited by the Hamburg
Foundation for Politically Persecuted People. Returning to her country is not yet conceivable. The
restrictions to be expected, which also include murder, are too strong.
How are things going to continue in Burundi?
Can the country still be saved? Or are we faced with a new outbreak of an ethnic civil war?
Despite the government's proclamations to the contrary, the situation in Burundi remains tense and
unstable. President Nkurunziza and his hardliners are still determined to abolish the constitutional system
established in the Arusha Treaty, which has provided peace and stability up until now. The Arusha Treaty is
based on the fact that there were neither winners nor losers in the civil war. This is the prerequisite for
guaranteeing an ethnic distribution of power in the state service, the army and the security agencies
according to an ethnic distribution key, as well as the limitation of the presidency to a maximum of two
terms, with a representative from the ranks of the other ethnicity as a counterbalance.
We must be aware that the starting point of the crisis in Burundi was the renewed candidacy of Nkurunziza.
This is (so far) a political and social crisis, not an ethnic one. All efforts from different sides to ethicise the
conflict and incite Hutu against Tutsi so far did not have the desired effect. The traumatic experiences of
the long civil war between 1993 and 2005 along ethnic lines have shaped Burundi's population on a lasting
basis and have been vigilant for the risk of ethnic disputes. This gives hope that a solution to the conflict
can be found in the spirit of the Arusha Agreement.
However, the conflict in Burundi must be taken seriously for three reasons:
• It is a key element for stability in East Africa
• It is a test of how post-conflict states are able to break the devil's circle of recurring conflicts
• It shows the manipulations and overreactions of the regime, which are increasingly typical for
African states and which would have to trigger a clear reaction from the neighbouring states or the
entire region.
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What is left for us to do?
I am convinced that, despite fundamental differences in opinion, it is important to maintain a dialogue:
without dialogue there can be no progress and without progress there is no peace. Therefore, the continued
contact with both the general public and the government is particularly important. Germany is a reliable
partner; our opinions are valued by the government. And perhaps one day it will need our help to resolve a
conflict. It is also correct, with regard to the general public, to be present. Through our commitment, we
give hope in hopeless times.
I also see the Johann-Philipp-Palm-Award for Freedom of Speech and the Press, which was presented today
to you, dear Ms Gakiza, as not only a recognition for your courage and irreproachable work as a critical
journalist, but also as a bow to the Burundian press and the public, who have said this: we have not
forgotten you!
Dear Ms Gakiza, due to your upright attitude, your courage and your will to tell the truth, you have done a
great service to your country and its people. You have performed excellently under difficult conditions, in a
country where you as a critical journalist had to fear for your life daily. Even after your forced escape, you
were tirelessly engaged in providing the Burundian public with information. You are a worthy winner.
Let us all hope together that the flame of freedom will soon reappear over Burundi.
God protect you and Burundi!
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Words of Thanks
Inès Lydie Gakiza
Radio Journalist from Burundi, currently Hamburg

Dear guests, who are here today, enriching this event with your presence,
Dear colleagues,
It is a great honour to be here today and to express my thanks and gratitude to you.
My thanks go to the Palm-Foundation for the award I have been honoured with. This is an award, an
encouragement, however, in my opinion, above all an appreciation of our work as journalists. I would also
like to take the opportunity to thank all of the organisations representing the work of journalists in Burundi,
for whom I am standing here today, but also those organisations who support journalists in other countries
of the world in one way or another. This is a job that is not tolerated and partially ignored by dictatorial
regimes; they harass, torture and kill journalists and they violate human rights.
These types of regimes are the reason why I and several of my Burundian colleagues have been in exile for a
year and a half. The outbreak of the crisis in my country has been used by the leaders to destroy the most
important free media; it has been regarded as the enemy because it refused to cover the crimes committed
by them. The radio station "Radio Publique Africaine" for which I work was also destroyed on 14 May 2015.
Nevertheless, we are aware of the contribution and the role we play for life in our country and that is why we
have not given up. Against every resistance, we have taken our pens again, while being in exile, and have
been informing our fellow citizens who have stayed in the country as well as those who have been scattered
in all corners of the world for a year now.
Your award, ladies and gentlemen from the Palm-Foundation, is for me the recognition for the work of
journalists, the true fighters of the pen. It is also an encouragement for all those who fight against human
rights violations, especially for the group of journalists to which I belong.
Before I finish, allow me, ladies and gentlemen, to dedicate this award to my family, first and foremost to
my dear husband and to all of you who give courage to the journalists in Burundi, especially during the
difficult times we have been experiencing in the past year. And last but not least, I dedicate this award to
my Burundian journalist colleagues.
Once again, thank you to you all.
And a special thanks to the Palm-Foundation.
Translated from the French Original by Carolin Behrendt, Winnenden and Toni Heyler, Muehlacker
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Representatives of "Academics for Peace"
f.l.t.r.: Muzaffer Kaya, Meral Camcı (member of the Board of Trustees Seyran Ateş),
Ibrahim Halil Yenegün, Zeliah Gizem Sayin
Foto: D. Grbic, Bebop Media
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Under the Patronage
of the Prime Minister of Baden-Wuerttemberg
Mr Winfried Kretschmann
the
Palm-Foundation registered Nonprofit Organisation

awards
the Group

"Barış İçin Akademisyenler"

(engl.: "Academics for Peace") from Turkey
with the

Johann-Philipp-Palm-Award for Freedom of Speech and the Press 2016
for their publicly formulated demand for peace and tolerance in Turkey.
The group, including Esra Mungan, Meral Camcı, Muzaffer Kaya und Kıvanç Ersoy, directed a petition on 11
January 2016 to resume the peace negotiations in the Kurdish areas of Turkey. In a short time, more than
2,000 signatory academics were exposed to the allegation of terrorist propaganda and were subjected to
existential legal violations by the Turkish state: numerous members of the group were imprisoned,
suspended from duty, received a travel ban or lost their academic and social reputation.
In spite of the enormous repression, the group "Academics for Peace" continues to hold its commitment to
peaceful solidarity with other dissidents and to the fundamental right of freedom of speech.
The Group "Academics for Peace" shares the Award with Ms Inès Lydie Gakiza from Burundi.
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Laudation on "Academics for Peace"
Christiane Schloetzer
Assistant Head of Department Page Three at the Daily Newspaper Sueddeutsche Zeitung, Munich

Thousands of arrests, layoffs, trials, expropriations, but who is still counting? Academics, journalists,
entrepreneurs, officers, judges, teachers, governors, university professors, deputies, presidents of the
Peoples' Democratic Party HDP, which is actually an alliance party, including socialists, feminists and
environmental activists. More than 120,000 people and their families, relatives whose passports have been
invalidated, children who have been expelled from schools, are affected. Who still knows all of their names?
Their offense: opposition or even alleged hostility towards a man, the Turkish president, Recep Tayyip
Erdoğan. 2016 has been a horrible year for Turkey.
This year had started so well. With a declaration of peace by academics, also in large numbers, more than
2000, for which we are honouring four people today: Muzaffer Kaya, currently a Research Fellow at the
Rosa Luxemburg Foundation in Berlin and a former Assistant Professor of Sociology at Nişantaşı University
in Istanbul; he was dismissed there because he signed the appeal for peace. Meral Camcı, now part of the
Faculty for Translation, Linguistics and Cultural Studies of the University of Mainz; she was also dismissed
by her university in Istanbul. Halil Ibrahim Yenigün, now also in Berlin, was dismissed from the Istanbul
University of Economics. Zeliha Gizem Sayın, a lawyer, is still at the Kadir Has University in Istanbul.
We are honouring them because they had the courage to put up an appeal in January 2016, in an already
prevailing climate of anxiety, which called for an end to the violence in the name of the state in the Kurdish
populated southeast of the country. In cities such as Diyarbakir and Sirnak, exceptional conditions and exit
locks were considered. The army proceeded with extreme harshness and intransigence against mostly very
young, militant Kurds, the hospitals were denied access to the injured, infrastructure and houses were
destroyed, there were many dead people, including children and the elderly. Thousands escaped from their
homes, often with nothing but a bundle of possessions. Since then, the historical city centre in Diyarbakir,
the churches, mosques and buildings, has become a restricted area.
To call for peace in such circumstances demands the courage of despair – and the conviction that there is
an alternative to violence after all attempts at a military solution to the conflict, which is as old as the
Turkish Republic, have brought nothing.
The initiators of the petition under the title "We will not be part of this crime" had not expected such
resonance, with so many signatures, in a short time by academics from nearly 100 universities. Everyone
who put his/her name under the text showed courage. Because the limitations of academic freedom, the
persecution of people with a different opinion, had begun well before the failed military coup on 15 July.
I can well recall debates in internet forums where journalists, filmmakers and intellectuals were asking
whether they should sign the declaration, whether it was not too one-sided because it did not address the
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violence act of the Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK). The authors of the appeal, however, argued that the
state was the legal actor, not the PKK, so its recipient was also the state.
At the beginning of 2013, there was a period of the search for peace; the state even interfered with the
PKK. The war in Syria, which has now come so close to Turkey, and Erdoğan's struggle for absolute power
has destroyed this process. During the elections in June 2015, the Peoples' Democratic Party HDP obtained
a never before reached 13 percent under its charismatic chief Salahattin Demirtaş. For the first time since
2002, the absolute majority of the ACP in the parliament was broken. Erdoğan, however, did not want to
accept this; he did not want to bury his dream from a constitutional change to a presidential republic. In
November, he resumed his election, and the AKP once again won the absolute majority – after a massive
campaign in which Erdoğan intensified the social polarisation again, according to the motto: those who are
not for me are against me. Even at that time he was very hard-pressed against the movement of his former
companion Fethullah Gülen – and against the Kurdish Party HDP. In the southeast, the quasi-autonomy,
which the Kurds had previously achieved by majorities in many town halls, was gradually destroyed.
All this preceded the call for peace. The petitioners had disastrous consequences for their commitment.
Approximately 150 signatories were removed from the universities, both public and private; about 550
disciplinary proceedings were initiated, there were about 600 reports, 43 petitioners were temporarily
arrested, four were imprisoned. There were hate campaigns on the internet, death threats. Four initiators of
the appeal were still in jail when their recommendation for the Palm-Award was submitted. Since 22 April,
they are free again, but are actually anything but free. The trial before an Istanbul court against them is still
running. The accusation: propaganda for an illegal organisation. The prosecutor also spoke of "denigration of
Turkishnes and state organisations". For Erdoğan, the appeal is terror support. The Turkish Criminal Code is
vague and broad. In the case of a sentence, the result is imprisonment for many years.
The award of the petitioners, who also received the Aachen Peace Prize on 1 September, now stands for so
much at the end of this horrible year in Turkey: for the conviction that an open, democratic civil society
necessarily requires a free education system. Rectors from universities are now directly appointed by the
state president, under exceptional circumstances, even against the will of the universities. This is what
happened at the prestigious Bosporus University, where the presidents, who had previously been elected by
the group with nearly 90 percent, were discharged by Erdoğan.
This award is also a warning today against all restrictions on academic freedom. It applies to the right to
freedom of speech, freedom of opinion and thought, freedom of research and movement, freedom of travel,
freedom of life, and the right to physical integrity, the prohibition of torture and the death penalty. Because
all of this should be addressed.
And let's not forget: Turkey, more than a thousand years ago, has accommodated over 1,000 German
scientists who had to flee from the Nazis, and gave them the chance to survive and continue their academic
careers. This should be our obligation to return some-thing now. I sincerely congratulate this year's winners
of the Palm-Award.
Palm ödülü için tebrikler!
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Words of Thanks
Muzaffer Kaya, representing the Group " Academics for Peace"
Sociologist, currently Research-Fellow of the Rosa Luxemburg Foundation, Berlin
Dear Defenders of Human Rights, Freedom of Speech and Peace,
Dear Members of the Palm-Foundation,
As Academics for Peace, it is a great honour for us to be able to receive the Johann-Philipp-Palm-Award for
Freedom of Speech and the Press. With the petition "We will not be part of this crime", as academics in
Turkey, we raised our voice against the war and against serious human rights violations. Just like the
patriotic bookseller Johann Philipp Palm two centuries ago, we have made use of our basic right to freedom
of speech. The statement, which we launched on 11 January 2016, has criticised the powerful, just like the
pamphlet that Johann Philipp Palm had printed against the Napoleonic occupation. Johann Philipp Palm
was sentenced to death because of that. Nevertheless, he did not reveal the authors of this pamphlet. He
was executed. But is freedom of speech not just the right to criticise every power?
We 1,128 academics have come to the public with our statement and have become the target of President
Erdoğan, the government and the government-friendly media. A real wave of attacks has fallen over us.
However, we can proudly report that after these unjustified attacks by the political authorities, the number
of petition signatories has not declined, but on the contrary, a total of 2,212 persons have signed our
petition; many supporting statements have also been published which increased the number to tens of
thousands. This circumstance is a clear expression of the democratic potential within the Turkish society – a
potential that is often not recognised by those looking at Turkey from the outside.
In the days when we signed the petition, the Kurdish cities in eastern Turkey experienced a considerable
increase in military conflicts. Exit barriers were imposed without any time limit. The population in these
areas was denied basic rights such as the right to health, education and food; tens of thousands of civilians
had to leave the cities that were razed to the ground. Many people lost their lives. We were not able to
simply watch how our country was being threatened to perish in violence. In our statement, we demanded
that the battles be ended as soon as possible, the parties re-enter the bargaining table, and that the
fundamental rights and human rights are respected.
Despite our efforts, violence and destruction have continued to prevail in this area since January. We have
also been declared by the government to be terrorist supporters, and since then we have been subjected to
constant repressions of various kinds. The repressions since January of this year have once again increased
after the unsuccessful coup attempt on 15 July under the current exceptional condition in Turkey. Although
the political leaders know very well that we, like all other oppositional forces, demand democracy and peace
and have no connection with the group that is accused of planning and carrying out the coup, the
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academics, who had signed the petition, were released from state universities in the course of the
emergency ordinances – emergency ordinances, which were alleged to have been adopted against the rebels.
Since 11 January, 142 of the signing academics have been dismissed, 77 have been suspended from
service. About 484 disciplinary proceedings were initiated by the university authorities. The investigation of
the prosecutor's office against the 1,128 first signatories and the trial against five academics for "terroristic
propaganda" are still ongoing.
After the coup attempt, the state of emergency was called out, and without any case of law, emergency
ordinances were issued by the government, which closed 15 universities under the charge of the connection
to the Gülen movement, and 3,850 scholars have been dismissed. If the employees of the closed
universities are counted, 6,658 academics have lost their jobs. 13,170 research assistants, who take part in
a programme for training university lecturers, no longer have any guarantee to receive an academic position.
It is not enough that the passports have been withdrawn from the academics who have lost their jobs
according to emergency ordinances. They also have a professional ban on any public institution. All these
steps have been made in a Kafkaesque manner behind closed doors and like "lynch law", without granting
the person concerned the right to defend or refute the allegations.
Also in terms of freedom of the press, the picture looks very gloomy.
The number of imprisoned journalists in Turkey now stands at 146. The emergency ordinances closed 12 TV
stations and 11 radio stations, and about 3,000 journalists are unemployed. A total of 176 media
companies were closed from the promulgation of the state of emergency from 20 July to 22 November.
In Turkey, unfortunately, we can no longer speak of freedom of speech and the press, which is praised with
this award. But we want to speak not only of the repressions of the government, but also of the courageous
people who fight against it. Everywhere in Turkey, millions of people in a country drifting towards a one-man
dictatorship are trying to continue to promote democracy and peace. We would like to dedicate this award to
all of the courageous people who, despite all repression, offer resistance in Turkey and increase the
solidarity.
Freedom of speech is the basis for all freedoms. In this sense it is an indispensable right. But this is not
enough to solve social problems. For all humanity to live in peace and freedom, structural injustices must be
abolished. The ongoing disputes in our country, which cost tens of thousands of people, are due to the fact
that the Kurdish people were deprived of all democratic rights.
At this award ceremony we do not want to appeal to the European states, but to the people of Europe. If the
population of the countries that enjoy relative prosperity does not identify with the problems of a world in
which a large number of people suffer from war and poverty, it makes two serious mistakes. Firstly, the
colonial legacy plays a major role in the political and social problems that prevail in the countries of the
Middle East and the Southern Hemisphere. Thus, the rich countries of the Northern Hemisphere are
responsible for the lack of democracy and prosperity in the South and must deal with their colonial past.
The second mistake, however, is much more serious: it is neither ethical nor possible that a privileged
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minority leads a peaceful and happy life, while much of humanity suffers. Humanity is a whole. If Europe
and the other countries of the Northern Hemisphere are to build ever higher walls between themselves and
the much greater remnant of mankind and want to encapsulate themselves with it, this will only lead to a
potentiation of global problems. We cannot claim to live a dignified life unless we manage to see injustice
and destruction in any area as a problem to humanity as a whole.
Today, we are witnessing a revival of various forms of fascism on a global scale. In order to prevent that
humanity, which has experienced two world wars, will not be completely destroyed as a result of a third
world war, we must organise a global struggle for democracy and peace. We must learn to look at the
struggles against tyranny and injustice that are being conducted in any country on this earth as battles
conducted in the name of the entire human race. We must learn to make these struggles our own cause.
We believe that we can create a just and free world, without borders in which we can live together in a
brotherly and sisterly way and enjoy the same rights. That is why we call for even more solidarity in this joint
struggle.
We hope and wish to create a world in which it will no longer be necessary to award prizes like this at all.

From the Turkish Original by "Translate for Justice", Mannheim and Toni Heyler, Muehlacker
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Congratulations amongst "Colleagues"
Foto: D. Grbic, Bebop Media
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Press Coverage
Overview of the press coverage
Le Cahier médias pour la Paix, 2015
"La profession de journaliste m‘a toujours feit rêvers"
Deutsche Welle, 27 January 2015
Burundi: Premier "Mardi vert"
Deutschlandradio-Kultur, 15 January 2016
Türkische Initiative "Akademiker für den Frieden". "Kritik soll im Keim erstickt werden"
Frankfurter Rundschau, 15 January 2016
Akademiker nach Friedensappell verhaftet
Afronline, 7 July 2015
Exiled Burundian journalists without sign of return
Zeit-Online, 15 January 2016
Meinungsfreiheit in der Türkei: Akademiker wegen Friedensaufrufs festgenommen
Zeit-Online, 19 January 2016
"Man muss doch seine Stimme erheben für die Demokratie"
Yeni Hayat, 26 January 2016
Die "entweder bist du einer von uns oder ein Feind"-Strategie
Yeni Hayat, 27 January 2016
Akademiker für den Frieden
Euronews, 16 March 2016
Erdogan macht ernst: Drei Unterzeichner von pro-kurdischer Petition verhaftet
Spiegel-Online, 21 March 2016
Wissenschaftlerin in der Türkei "An Leib und Leben bedroht"
Siyasin Haber, 22 April 2016
Bariş
Die Zeit No. 18/2016, 22 April 2016
Ist sie eine Volksverräterin?
Deutschlandfunk, 23 April 2016
Prozess gegen türkische Akademiker. Auf freiem Fuß, aber nicht freigesprochen
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ORF.at, 29 April 2016
Freiheit hat auch an den Unis enge Grenzen
* Hamburger Abendblatt, 6 May 2016
Politisch verfolgt: Eine mutige Journalistin
(Politically persecuted: A courageous Journalist)
Telepolis, 9 May 2016
Bande von Freiwilligen gewürdigt
WDR, 9 May 2016
Aachener Friedenspreis an türkische und deutsche Initiative
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, 9 June 2016
Repression an türkischen Unis. Hexenjagd auf die akademische Elite
LabourNet, 1 July 2016
Das Gute in den schlechten Zeiten
Deutsche Welle, 8 July 2016
Can Dündar und der Ruf nach Pressefreiheit
Focus-Online, 11 July 2016
"Professorin mit dem Kloaken-Maul". Hexenjagd auf politische Gegner: Erdogan lässt Universitäten
"säubern"
Spiegel-Online, 11 July 2016
Kritik unerwünscht: Erdogan lässt türkische Unis "säubern"
Qantara, 20 July 2016
Meinungsfreiheit in der Türkei. Hexenjagd gegen die akademische Elite
Deutschlandfunk, 22 July 2016
Türkische Hochschulen. "Viele werden ihren Job verlieren"
Süddeutsche Zeitung, 24 July 2016
Türkische Forscher. "Ich habe einfach Angst"
MOTHERBOARD, 27 July 2016
Wie sich das Leben für türkische Wissenschaftler nach dem 15. Juli verändert
taz, 6 August 2016
"Es gibt nur zwei Wege: sich selbst zensieren oder das Land verlassen"
fff-bayern.de
30. Medientage München
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Zeitschrift für Medienwissenschaften, 11 August 2016
Verkehrung der Plätze. Medien, Versammlung und Wissenschaft nach dem Putschversuch in der Türkei
Linksnet, 12 August 2016
Das Wagnis der freien Meinungsäußerung in der türkischen Hochschullandschaft
Qantara, 15 August 2016
Der Putsch nach dem Putsch
taz, 18 August 2016
WissenschaftlerInnen in der Türkei. "Wir wissen wo ihr wohnt"
betterplace.org, 26 August 2016
Preisträgerin des Johann-Philipp-Palm-Preises für Meinungs- und Pressefreiheit 2016
Der Tagesspiegel, 26 August 2016
Gastwissenschaftler in Berlin. Warum Halil Yenigün in der Türkei keine Zukunft mehr hat
Schorndorfer Nachrichten, 26 August 2016
Palm-Preis-Gewinner stehen fest
Stuttgarter Nachrichten, 26 August 2016
Palm-Preis Schorndorf. Palm-Stiftung gibt Preisträger bekannt
Jinha, 27 August 2016
The eighth Johann Philipp Palm Prize, which has been granted every two year, is granted to the Academics
for Peace.
Deutsch Türkisches Journal, 1 September 2016
Gruppe "Akademiker für den Frieden". Aachen: Türkische Wissenschaftler erhalten Friedenspreis
Heise Online, 1 September 2016
Türkei: Wenn alle zu Putschisten erklärt werden
WDR, 2 September 2016
Aachener Friedenspreis würdigt türkische Wissenschaftler
Tagesschau.de, 11 September 2016
Nach gescheitertem Putsch: Türkei – Land der "Säuberungen"
Hamburger Abendblatt, 14 September 2016
Lage in der Türkei überschattet Kongress an der Uni
Deutsche Welle, 21 September 2016
Burundi: UN-Experten waren vor Völkermord
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barisicinakademisyenler.net, 27 September 2016
An die Presse und Öffentlichkeit
LaboutNet Germany, 28 September 2016
Erste Lektion; Solidarität. Selbstorganisation und Protest zwischen Massenentlassungen und Repression
Berlin Journal, 30 September 2016
Deutscher Wissenschaftler in der Türkei verfolgt und im Stich gelassen
Deutsche Welle, 5 October 2016
Kunst zum Trotz! Kultur zwischen Widerstand und Zensur in der Türkei
Forschung & Lehre, 10 October 2016
Gleichschaltung türkischer Universitäten
Der Tagesspiegel, 12 October 2016
Türkische Soziologin im Exil. warum Nil Mutluer in Berlin Zuflucht sucht
Forum, das Wochenmagazin, 14 October 2016
"Man braucht Mut"
Sampsonia Way, 26 October 2016
Reporting Through Burundi’s Coup: A Q&A with Ines Gakiza
Süddeutsche Zeitung, 2 November 2016
Journalistin im Exil – Stimme aus der Ferne
Stern, 4 November 2016
Erdogan-Kritikerin Mungan: "In der Türkei ist jede zweite ein potentieller ‚Terrorist‘, so lächerlich ist die
Situation"
3SAT, 10 November 2016
Kein Dienst nach Vorschrift. Akademiker gründen Alternativ-Universität in der Türkei
Vorwärts, 11 November 2016
"Die Regierung tötet Menschen, aber man darf nicht darüber berichten"
Journalisten helfen Journalisten (JhJ), November 2016
In Burundi verfolgt, von Deutschland prämiert
Süddeutsche Zeitung, 27 November 2016
Es ist gefährlich, in der Türkei zu forschen
pbi-Rundbrief Winter, December 2016
"In Burundi werden wir als Feinde betrachtet"
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Radio Publique Africaine
2016, une année à nouveau mouvementée pour le monde médiatique burundais
SEZ, December 2016
Burundische Journalistin gewinnt Johann-Philipp-Palm-Preis für Meinungs-und Pressefreiheit
Gmünder Tagespost, 1 December 2016
Warum Pressefreiheit wichtig ist
* Schorndorfer Nachrichten, 3 December 2016
"Das Gefängnis hat mich gerettet". Johann-Philipp-Palm-Preis 2016: Esra Mungan von der türkischen
Initiative "Akademiker für den Frieden"
("Prison safed me". Johann-Philipp-Palm-Award 2016: Esra Mungan from the Turkish initiative "Academics
for Peace")
BR, 4 December 2016
Ines Gakiza. Stimme aus dem Exil
* SWR-Aktuell, 4 December 2016
Mit 20.000 Euro dotierter Palm-Preis. Radiojournalistin und Pazifisten geehrt
(Palm-Award endowed with € 20,000. Radio journalist and pacifists honoured)
Schorndorfer Nachrichten, 5 December 2016
"Nicht Teil dieses Verbrechens sein"
* Stuttgarter Zeitung, 5 December 2016
Palm-Preis-Verleihung in Schorndorf. Wichtige Stimmen ihrer Heimatländer
(Palm-Award Ceremony in Schorndorf. Important voices of their home countries)
Südwest Presse, 5 December 2016
"Gespräche nicht abbrechen"
Daily Sabah, 7 December 2016
Academic responsibility
Schorndorf aktuell, 8 December 2016
Kämpferinnen und Kämpfer für die Meinungsfreiheit. Palm-Preis zum achten Mal in Schorndorf verliehen.
Preisträgerinnen und Preisträger aus Burundi und der Türkei
POLITICO.eu, 17 January 2017
Turkey loses ist brains
Heinrich Böll Stiftung, 18 January 2017
Academics for Peace, Academics for Solidarity
NDR, 26 January 2017
"Erdogan bezeichnet uns als Terroristen"
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Burg-Gymnasium, 5 February 2017
Palm-Preisträgerin Inès Gakiza aus Burundi am BG
Handelsblatt, 7 February 2017
Weiter Massenentlassungen per Notstandsdekret
Südwest Presse, 7 February 2017
Man hätte eine Stecknadel fallen hören
Euronews, 8 February 2017
Türkische Akademiker werfen Regierung Unterdrückung der Meinungsfreiheit vor
Hurriet Daily News, 8 February 2017
330 more academics expelled with state of emergency decree, stirring debate in Turkey
Tiroler Tageszeitung Online, 8 February 2017
Massenentlassungen per Dekret. "Akademiker für den Frieden" betroffen
SCHOLARatRISK, 10 February 2017
330 Academics ordered for dismissal in Turkey
Göttinger Tageblatt, 11 February 2017
Solidarität mit türkischen Akademikern
Süddeutsche Zeitung, 11 February 2017
Sie wollen alle Fremdkörper "entfernen"
Deutsche Welle, 13 February 2017
As repression deepens, Turkish artists and intellectuals fear the worst
Deutsche Welle, 14 February 2017
Türkei verschärft Repressionen gegen Künstler und Intellektuelle
Der Tagesspiegel, 17 February 2017
Verfolgung von Professoren in der Türkei. Warum Erdogan die Universitäten schleift
Deutschlandradio Kultur, 17 February 2017
Schlagstöcke gegen die Freiheit der Wissenschaft
NDR, 17 February 2017
Journalistin im Exil: Ines Gakiza aus Burundi
Süddeutsche Zeitung, 22 February 2017
Amnesty-Bericht zur Türkei: "Bedroht, verfolgt, angegriffen"
taz, 27 February 2017
Akademiker*innen für den Frieden – Nur eine Unterschrift
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Advocate, 5 March 2017
The Purge of Academics in Turkey
University World News, 5 March 2017
Call for withdraw of doctorate for Turkish premier
POLTITICAL CRITIQUE, 9 March 2017
Turkish scholars Deprived of Their Civil Rights
The America Weekly, 14 March 2017
Online Campaign stands in solidarity with "Academics for Peace" in Turkey
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Press Coverage (Translated Excerpt)
Hamburger Abendblatt from 6 May 2016

Politically persecuted: A courageous journalist
Ines Gakiza is persecuted politically in her home country Burundi. Now she will
live in Hamburg for one year. By Katja Engler
"The most important thing is not to spread
untruths because people trust us," says the
journalist Ines Gakiza from Burundi in Hamburg.
She will live here for one year. Photo: Roland
Magunia

As a child, Ines Lydie Gakiza was rather
quiet, good-natured and shy. Today, the 29year-old is one of the most courageous
journalists in Africa. As a guest of the
Hamburg Foundation for the Politically
Persecuted, she has been in Hamburg for
several days. She will stay for one year.
No, the young African is not shy. Rather
concentrated and observant. After all, she is
the one who normally asks the questions – in
Burundi, a country in which the critical
journalist had to fear for her life every day.
Ines Gakiza works as a political editor at the
opposition radio station Publique Africaine
(RPA), the most popular and widely used
radio station in Burundi. "We are the eyes and ears of the little people," she says. After the coup attempt of
three generals in May 2015, where the four private radio stations were destroyed by fire attacks, the 40
journalists from RPA had to flee immediately in order "to save our skin". She talks about it quite factually,
without rage or excitement, more journalistic-professional.
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"It took a while before we realised that they had destroyed all the structures and that it did not go any
further in Burundi," she recalls. A total of 160 journalists had fled to nearby Rwanda and she had been
warned by anonymous calls that she was in danger. In Rwanda, the fugitives built up a radio station again in
a short time. Starting in June 2015, RPA was available online via mobile phone for almost everyone in
Burundi. Little known: Even if Burundi is one of the poorest countries on earth, about 80 percent of the
capital population owns a mobile phone. "Long live technology," says Ines Gakiza, and her relief that a new
beginning was possible is still noticeable.
She came to journalism rather by chance. After completing her studies in social sciences, she did an
internship at RPA. "That captivated me. There was an alert spirit, boldness, a great cohesion. "Even then,
RPA was known for its investigative journalism. But how do you research the political and social conditions
in a country full of right-wing spaces? In a country that is on the brink of civil war, where people disappear
daily, where attacks are the order of the day and President Pierre Nkurunziza is in power under the most
dubious circumstances? How do you work in a country where you have to fear for your own life as a
journalist?
Like her colleagues, Ines Gakiza has also grown into her job and now wonders about the risks she has taken
to get information. She describes her time in Burundi as follows: "There was an attack in a dangerous area.
You just go there. A murder in a lonely inland area? You go, even if it is very dangerous to go there, and you
still go. You get a journalist's ID and may pass through the police barriers. "I've often risked my life, but
nothing happened, some of us were arrested, there were assassination attempts – but so far none of us have
been murdered."
Gakiza's husband has nothing to do with journalism. He is an attorney, she says, and respects her
commitment and supports her to the fullest. The couple does not have children ("I'm still young"). With a
view to her country of exile Rwanda, where many women are now sitting in parliament, she says this:
"Women can think on a larger scale than men, and they can manage a lot of things." She loves her
profession because it serves many people and because the people of Burundi learn about health, education
and human rights via radios. "Many things are sad, there is bad news all the time, and many people are tired
in Burundi," she says, "But things can always change."
Ines Gakiza is still in contact with her old informants
Now that the radio station has been moved to Rwanda and the journalists working there are no longer able to
travel to Burundi, her colleagues as well as herself are solely dependent on informants. "The most important
thing is not to spread untruths because people trust us," emphasises the radio journalist. "We have a dense
network of informants that expand every day, right down to the government circles, but it is not easy and
requires utmost vigilance. Every piece of information we receive must be carefully scrutinised."
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She has remained in contact with her old informants even after she fled to Rwanda. "Unless they were
killed," she adds. Earlier, they had met in hidden places and built up trust. This is no longer possible today.
But she has found other ways of obtaining information. What these are, she will not tell. Naturally.
Anyone who intervenes in the government-critical RPA programmes in Burundi is in danger, says Ines
Gakiza. The safest way is to immediately delete any evidence from the mobile phone after listening to the
programme. "If you are then arrested, at least nothing can be proved."
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Press Coverage (Translated Excerpt)
Schorndorfer Nachrichten from 3 December 2016

"Prison saved me"

By Thomas Milz

Johann-Philipp-Palm-Award 2016: Esra Mungan from the Turkish initiative
"Academics for Peace"
Esra Mungan (48), who will receive the JohannPhilipp-Palm-Award for Freedom of Speech and
the Press for the Turkish alliance "Academics for
Peace" Photo: Milz

Esra Mungan co-founded the Turkish
initiative "Academics for Peace", which in
January 2016 petitioned the Turkish
government to resume the peace process
with the Kurds in the eastern part of the
country. The group’s commitment demanded
personal sacrifices. Esra Mungan was also
imprisoned; the process is still running. In
conversation, one encounters a woman with
sparkling courage and an ardent commitment
to justice.
She saw mothers who only wanted the dead
bodies of their children back. Esra Mungan cannot hold back her quiet tears even today when she talks of
them. In the spring she was in the contested district of the Kurdian metropolis Diyabakir for a few days. Out
of solidarity, she wanted to keep peace with other academics and report as a witness. "But then I lost hope
for the first time." Back in Istanbul, she felt threatened to sink into a deep depression. At the office, her
worried colleagues reported "the police were looking for you!" She was actually arrested and spent 40 days
in custody. And then Esra Mungan says something strangely provocative: "That raised me up again, the
prison saved me from depression!" She felt she was part of a bigger fight! And she laughs with a sense of
freedom.
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Against separating the protest: "We will do it collectively!"
What an open, challenging glimmer of energy in the eyes of Esra Mungan! "We came to the conclusion that
by watching one only becomes part of the crime." We, that is colleagues from 89 universities in Turkey (for a
total of about 200), have joined together since 2012 to form an alliance "Academics for Peace". Tomorrow,
she will representatively be honoured with the Palm-Award for the courageous commitment of the more than
2,000 signatories of the appeal for the resumption of the peace process with the Turkish Kurds. On 11
January 2016, and on the following day, the state-controlled media organised a witch-hunt for the "traitors
of the country". A notorious Turkish mafia boss and Erdogan confidant publicly threatened to bathe in the
blood of the signatories! "They were trying to intimidate us and frighten us." Since then, more than 400
disciplinary proceedings have been instigated against the peace activists concerned about the domesticnational reconciliation process.
The first question was "what can we do?" – and there is a history of many oppressive events: In 2012,
Turkish prisoners with Kurdish political prisoners held hunger strikes from their family members, especially
women. The Kurds were condemned, as Mungan says, by supporters of the preacher Gülen: "A terribly dark
movement." In response to the Gaza War, the academics invited an Israeli and a Palestinian historian to a
public meeting in 2014. But the Israeli retreated for fear of reprisals from his government. "That is why the
group is important," was the conclusion of the intellectuals around Mungan: "We will do it collectively!"
The responsible idea of "education commits"
Esra Mungan has a high concept of the responsibility of intellectuals in all corporative and social matters.
"It is not enough if Noam Chomsky or Judith Butler" – internationally recognised intellectuals who are acting
in the political sphere – say "something." Listening to her, you can sense how important the challenging idea
of "education commits" is. "It is expected in Turkey that academics obey," she says, "We knew that what we
were doing was dangerous," she confesses, but they all would have been daring anyway because they would
have otherwise felt guilty.
And what a great hope for a new beginning and peace there was for the secular democratic groups of Turkey
after the parliamentary elections on 7 June 2015! Followers of the pro-Kurdish party HDP and the socialdemocratic CHP fell into each other’s arms because Erdogan's Islamic AKP had missed the absolute
majority and thus depended on coalition partners.
But shortly afterwards, says Esra Mungan, the "shocks" followed. On 21 July 2015, a suicide bomber of the
IS in Suruç dragged 34 young people to their deaths, who wanted to bring solidarity books to the nearby,
northern Syrian Rojava. On 10 October, there were 101 dead in another attack on a left-wing demonstration
in Ankara. "This has shaken us," says Mungan, accusing the Turkish government of knowing about and
authorising the assassinations. A committee of inquiry requested by the HDP was then rejected by the AKP
parliament majority.
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"The state tries to intimidate and that only makes us stronger!"
As a result, disappointed young people in Kurdish areas, many without any prospect of the future, were able
to proclaim self-administration in their districts and protect themselves from the police, military and
unskilled special units by building barricades and the government's reaction, as Mungan laments, became
excessively hard. "It went downhill – and civilians were killed." "That's enough!" was the thought of many.
"And our petition has expressed my feelings as well. Erdogan then took over our PR work with his angry
insult." This immediately added over 1,000 other signatories to the petition. But the intimidation also
increased.
After a press conference on 10 March, Esra Mungan was arrested four days later with three other colleagues
and transferred to a women's prison. And again she glows with her belligerent smile: "It was interesting; the
guardians were astonished at how quickly the professor got settled in. I was so happy about it: the state tries
to intimidate us, but that only makes us stronger! The experience was so unique. Thank you!" After her
release, Mungan is now looking forward to her third trial on 22 December. There are always demonstrations
in front of the court building.
Meanwhile, the situation in Turkey, however, has been dramatically exacerbated by the failed coup attempt
on 15 July. "We were so outraged about it," says Esra Mungan as she describes her reaction. "Because we
tried to achieve something by means of democratic methods and were in the process of building this
democratic movement!" Now everything had become much, much more difficult.
A litmus test for every movement: How does it deal with women?
"But," she says with unbroken courage, "my perspective is to constantly resist. That is tiring, but you have to
do it!" Every nihilism annoys me to the utmost. Constant protest! Trouble them as much as possible! Only
then do I feel okay and that gives me energy!"
And in the end, Esra Mungan strengthens the feminine view of things: "For me, the litmus test of every
political group is how it deals with women. And that is hopefully the most interesting thing about the
Kurdish movement!"
Esra Mungan and the "Heidelberg Manifesto"
Esra Mungan was born in 1978 in Ankara. Since her father accepted a call to the Ruhr University in
Bochum, she grew up in Germany. When in 1981 the German "Heidelberger Manifesto", written by German
professors, among them a Bochum colleague of her father, appeared to warn about over-foreignisation ("with
great concern we observe the infiltration of the German people"), the family left Germany and moved to
Istanbul. "I was frightened at that time," Esra Mungan recalls.
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Today, Mungan, speaks perfect German and works as an assistant professor at the Bogasiçi University in
Istanbul in the Department of Psychology. She wrote her doctoral thesis on the "effects of coding processes
of the expressive and unspoken recollection of melodies."
Most recently, she worked on a study concerning "forgetting processes through memory"!
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Press Coverage (Translated Excerpt)
SWR Landesschau Aktuell from 4 December 2016

Palm-Award endowed with € 20,000
Radio journalist and pacifists honoured
In Schorndorf, the Johann-Philipp-Palm-Award, endowed with € 20,000, was granted on Sunday for
freedom of speech and freedom of the press: to a Burundian radio journalist and a group of Turkish
pacifists.
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Press Coverage (Translated Excerpt)
Stuttgarter Zeitung from 5 December 2016

Palm-Award Ceremony in Schorndorf

By Frank Rodenhausen

Important voices of their home countries
A radio journalist who has been forced to leave her home country of Burundi and a group of Turkish
academics have been distinguished by the Johann-Philipp-Palm-Foundation for their commitment to
freedom of speech and freedom of the press.
Lydie Gakiza (centre) and four representatives of
"Academics for Peace" Photo: Frank Epple

Almost 250 years after the assassination of the
merchant Johann Philipp Palm by the French
occupying power, the right to freedom of speech is
facing greater challenges than one should assume
nowadays. This is the proposition put forward by
the German correspondent of the Features Section
of the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, Hubert
Spiegel, on Sunday in Schorndorf. Spiegel gave
the keynote speech at the award ceremony for the
Johann-Philipp-Palm-Award for Freedom of Speech
and the Press in the Barbara Kuenkelin Hall. The title: "Anger instead of truth? Freedom of speech and the
press in so-called post-truth time."
Lying as a legitimate means
Cause for concern is not only the events in Turkey and Burundi, the home countries of the award winners
who have been honoured by the Palm-Foundation’s Board of Trustees, where journalists are expected to be
subject to persecution and reprisals. Even in supposedly democratic countries the right to freedom of
speech has also entered a state of crisis. "Lying has become a legitimate means because the audience often
does not care that it is lied to," said Spiegel. As an example, he spearheaded the U.S. election campaign, in
which many people liked the messages they heard, even though they had seen through their untruths. In
addition, algorithms threatened to undermine the majority opinion. This was also clear in the U.S. election
campaign, in which both applicants had artificially produced approval via short message services. All the
more, journalists would have to perceive their role as reliable organisers of information.
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"We stand by your side"
Inès Lydie Gakiza has such an organiser in her home country of Burundi. Her radio sender RPA had been a
reliable source there until the governing body had stopped it, emphasised Bruno Brommer. The former
ambassador praised Gakiza in his laudation on the radio journalist, who is now reporting on her country via
the internet from Germany. The Palm-Award was not only recognition of her courage but also a bow to the
citizens of the country and the signal that "we stand by your side."
Solidarity in the fight for democracy
"We do not want to be part of the crime" had been the motivation of more than 2,000 academics to urge
Turkish Prime Minister Erdogan in a petition to cease the conflict with the Kurds. Christiane Schloetzer of
the "Süddeutsche Zeitung" emphasised how dangerous but also how important it was to get involved, and
this is not only now seen in the massive dismissals and persecutions of academics in Turkey. Muzaffer Kaya,
who received the award with three other academics, urged a global solidarity in the struggle for democracy
and peace – "so that it is no longer necessary to award prizes like this."

Award for freedom of speech
Johann Philipp Palm
The son of a surgeon and a baker's daughter was born in Schorndorf, Germany in 1766. After a bookseller's
apprenticeship in Erlangen and stays in Goettingen and Frankfurt, Palm settled as a bookseller in
Nuremberg. When he published and distributed an anonymously written document criticising Napoleon's
imperialist policy, he was caught by the French occupying power and dragged off to Braunau am Inn. There,
he was part of a mock trial before a military court. On 26 August 1806 he was shot.
The award
The Johann-Philipp-Palm-Award, endowed with 20,000 euros, is awarded every two years by the JohannPhilipp-Palm-Foundation, which was established 21 years ago. The Foundation distinguishes women, men
and institutions, who are outstandingly committed to maintaining freedom of speech and freedom of the
press. A Board of Trustees, composed of personalities from the church, culture, media, politics, business
and science, decides on the award winners. Organisations such as Amnesty International, Journalists
helping Journalists or Reporters without Borders have the right to submit proposals. The announcement of
the award winners is always on 26 August, the day of Johann Philipp Palm's death. The award ceremony is
held on the first Sunday of Advent.
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Petition to the government
Academics for Peace
The pacifist group is committed to freedom of speech in Turkey. In January, it petitioned the government to
resume the peace process between Turks and Kurds in the eastern part of the country. The appeal has been
signed by about 2,000 academics. The four academics who received the Palm-Foundation's award
representatively for the group had been temporarily detained because of the petition. They are subject to
bans on employment and travel as well as court proceedings.
Turkey
The Board of Trustees of the Palm-Foundation had already made its decision in the selection of award
winners at the beginning of May, before the coup attempt in Turkey in July, which President Erdogan had
taken as an occasion for massive dismissals and arrests. But as early as 2015, Amnesty International
reported an increasing deterioration in the human rights situation since the June parliamentary elections
and the renewed outbreak of armed conflicts between the Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK) and the Turkish
armed forces. The media has been subjected to "unprecedented reprisals" since media freedom has been
severely restricted, according to the country's report for the year 2015.

News about Burundi
Inès Gakiza
The 29-year-old radio journalist, who had worked for the independent radio station "Afrikan Public Radio"
(APR), had to leave Burundi in the face of increasing violence and repression. With her research on the
human rights violations of the Burundian government, but also with reports on the political and social
conditions in the neighbouring countries, she had made a name for herself as a critical and courageous
journalist. She first fled to Rwanda and is currently a guest of the Hamburg Foundation for the Politically
Persecuted. While she was still on the run, she and a colleague had set up a news magazine on the internet
in which she continued to report on the military and political situation of her home country by means of
articles and radio reports.
Burundi
Since the spring of last year, the state of Burundi has been in a state of emergency, after President Pierre
Nkurunziza has confirmed his position in a questionable manner. According to Amnesty International,
members of the opposition have been tortured and killed by the secret service. The international community
and the United Nations are observing the developments with great concern. Much of the turmoil is
reminiscent of the time before the genocide in neighbouring Rwanda 22 years ago.
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Mayor Matthias Klopfer with Award-Winners 2016
Picture: D. Grbic, Bebop Media
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Gratitude
Annette Kroenert
Head of the Administrative Office, Member of the Board of Directors
Every event has to be adapted anew; it requires a lot of commitment and only works if a well-rehearsed team
is at work. I gladly pass on the positive feedback, which was brought to me by many parties after the
ceremony. Without the indispensable, trustworthy support of the colleagues at the Palm office, especially
Marieluise Beckhoff, it would not have been possible to cope with the tasks involved in the preparation and
execution of the Palm-Award.
Prudently and with well-set words, Professor Dr Ulrich Palm has been accompanying the award for years.
Our cooperation partners – in particular Amnesty International's most voluntary local and thematic groups,
the Hamburg Foundation for the Politically Persecuted with Martina Baeurle, the organisation Journalists
helping Journalists with Carl-Wilhelm Macke and Reporters without Borders – always make carefully
researched proposals, establish contacts and support us in the media public. In 2016, under the
chairmanship of retired regional bishop Eberhardt Renz, the Board of Trustees has once again selected two
award winners with great care, and they should be supported and appreciated.
Since its inception, the award has been under the patronage of the current Prime Minister of BadenWuerttemberg. Winfried Kretschmann has enjoyed this tradition. Since the first award, the city of
Schorndorf has been the co-host. We are very grateful to Matthias Klopfer and his staff. Hubert Spiegel has
struck the nerve of the times with his speech and he has impressed many guests. The laudators, Bruno
Brommer and Christiane Schloetzer, have described the situation in the countries of origin of the award
winners. The translators have overcome linguistic barriers and have often served as the first point of contact
in everyday affairs for the award winners. Musically, Jonas Palm enriched us once again on the cello. Mr
Maerz and the team of the venue, Kuenkelin Hall, have accompanied us for the last time in this form. I
thank you very much for your long-term cooperation. In the editing of this documentation and in keeping
with tradition, retired church council Martin Pfeiffer has been indispensable.
I would also like to express my sincere gratitude to our committees, the Board of Directors and the Board of
Trustees, the members of the Foundation, our project partners and to all other well-intentioned companions.
It is the sustainable network in Schorndorf and beyond that makes our work possible and the award
ceremony of the Johann-Philipp-Palm-Award a worthy, appreciative event every time.
A warm "MURAKOZE" and "TESEKKÜR" in the languages of our award winners!

Annette Krönert
für den Vorstand
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Patron of the Johann-Philipp-Palm-Award
The Prime Minister of the State of Baden-Wuerttemberg, Mr Winfried Kretschmann

Cooperation Partners of the Palm-Foundation
Amnesty International
House of History of Baden-Wuerttemberg
Journalists helping Journalists e.V.
Reporters without Borders
City of Schorndorf
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