
JOHANN-PHILIPP-PALM-AWARD 

FOR FREEDOM OF SPEECH AND 

THE PRESS

Granted by the 

PALM-FOUNDATION 
Registered Nonprofit Organisation

9th Award Ceremony 
2 December 2018 
Schorndorf/ Germany

DOCUMENTATION





JOHANN-PHILIPP-PALM-AWARD
FOR FREEDOM OF SPEECH AND THE PRESS

Granted by the
Palm-Foundation

Registered Nonprofit Organisation

9th Award Ceremony
2 December 2018

Schorndorf/ Germany

DOCUMENTATION

Editor: Annette Krönert/ English Translation: L&K Übersetzungen, Schwäbisch Gmünd

Schorndorf, 3 May 2019



Palm-Foundation

We commemorate our founders 

 MD Elsa Maria Palm, née Krampf 
* 9. May 1923 in Einsiedel/Saxony 
† 2. September 2008 in Schorndorf

and

Mr Johann-Philipp Palm 
* 9. October 1918 in Plüderhausen 
† 8. May 2005 in Bühl

The Palm-Foundation will continue their work in their 
sense and as a worthy representative.

The Palm-Foundation is a non-profit organisation located in Schorndorf/ Germany. It was founded and legally 
registered in 1995. The initiators and donors of the foundation’s capital were the pharmacists MD Maria and  
Johann-Philipp Palm.

The Palm-Foundation is managed by an executive board of directors. It is controlled by a supervisory board. The 
general meeting of members holds guaranteed rights of co-determination. The head office in Schorndorf/Baden-
Württemberg and a branch office in Dresden/ Saxony coordinate the projects and are glad to assist you in all 
respects.

Pharmacists, Entrepreneurs, Founders

 Picture: Palm Family and Company Archives
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Laudation on Josephine Achiro Fortelo Olum: Sheila Mysorekar, DW Akademie 48

Words of Thanks by Josephine Achiro Fortelo Olum 50

Overview of the Press Coverage 53

Press Coverage (Translated Excerpt): evangelisch.de from 29 November 2018 56

Press Coverage (Translated Excerpt): Schorndorfer Nachrichten from 3 December 2018 59

Press Coverage (Untranslated Excerpt): Twitter from 24 June till 10 December 2018 62

Press Coverage (Untranslated Excerpt): Facebook from 22 June till 10 December 2018 70

Gratitude: Annette Krönert 74





Preface

The Johann-Philipp-Palm-Award 2018 was awarded to two women who have been selflessly committed to freedom of 
the speech and freedom of the press for many years with great personal courage. Spatially, Štefica Galić from Bosnia-
Herzegovina and Josephine Achiro Fortelo from South Sudan are separated by a continent. But both are united by an 
admirable will to make the world a better place, to overcome discrimination and enforced speechlessness. The award 
ceremony on 2 December 2018 reflected this shared mindset in many ways.

The documentation at hand is intended to capture important moments in the award process and presentation – 
ranging from the selection of the award winners, to the ceremony itself as well as a press review. After listing the 
members of the selecting Board of Trustees and the press releases for the announcement of the winners follows a 
written greeting from the patron of the prize, the Prime Minister of the State of Baden-Württemberg. The course of 
the award ceremony begins with the welcoming address, the greeting of the Lord Mayor of the city of Schorndorf, the 
ceremonial address of Professor Heiner Bielefeld, the award certificates, the laudations by Andrea Beer and Sheila 
Mysorekar as well as the responses of the award winners.

The documentation is dedicated to Štefica Galić and Josephine Achiro Fortelo. Their example encourages all 
participants in their work.

Dr Rainer König Professor Dr Ulrich Palm 
Chairman of the Board of Directors Chairman of the Supervisory Board

Professor Dr Ulrich Palm
Member of the Board of Trustees, Representative of the Palm Family



Singing together “The Thoughts are Free” (“Die Gedanken sind frei”, German 
Popular Ballad)

 Picture: D. Grbic, Bebop Media. By courtesy of the City of Schorndorf.



Members of the Board of Trustees 2018

Seyran Ateş 
Attorney and Publicist, Winner of the Johann-Philipp-Palm-Award 2008, Founder of the liberal Ibn Rushd-Goethe-
Mosque, Berlin

Anne Chebu 
Author and Moderator, Frankfurt/ Main

Matthias Klopfer 
Mayor of Schorndorf

Carl-Wilhelm Macke 
Coordinator Journalists helping Journalists (JhJ e. V.), Munich

Professor Ulrich Palm 
University of Hohenheim, Representative of the Palm Family, Hohenheim

Martin Pfeiffer 
Church Councillor and Regional Representative for European Issues ret., Zell u.A.

Heinrich Riethmüller 
CEO of Osiandersche Buchhandlung GmbH and President of the German Publishers and Booksellers Association, 
Tübingen

Dr Thomas Schnabel 
Director of the House of History of Baden-Württemberg, Stuttgart

Hubert Spiegel 
Editor for Literature and Germany Correspondent for the Feature Pages at the Daily Newspaper Frankfurter 
Allgemeine Zeitung, Frankfurt

Christoph Strässer 
Federal Government Commissioner for Human Rights Policy and Humanitarian Aid ret., Münster/ Westphalia

Raphael Thelen 
Journalist and Author, Berlin

Christa Vossschulte 
Former Vice President of the Baden-Württemberg State Parliament, Esslingen

From the Guidelines for the Bestowment of the Award: 
The Laureates of the Johann-Philipp-Palm-Award are selected by the Board of Trustees whose members are 
appointed by the Board of Directors in every award year; members can be reappointed and practice honorary. The 
Award can be distributed to as many as three laureates (women, men, institutions). The Board of Trustees´ decision is 
final and cannot be contested.
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Press Release

Published by the Palm-Foundation´s Board of Trustees on 25 June 2018

The winners of the 9th Johann-Philipp-Palm-Award for Freedom of Speech and the Press of the Palm-Foundation from 
Schorndorf/ Germany come from Bosnia-Herzegovina and South Sudan

The public ceremony will be held on Sunday, 2 December 2018 at 11:00 in the Barbara Künkelin Hall in Schorndorf near 
Stuttgart in Baden-Württemberg/ Germany

The international Johann-Philipp-Palm-Award for Freedom of Speech and the Press 2018 will be awarded to human 
rights activist Štefica Galić from Bosnia-Herzegovina and radio journalist Josephine Achiro Fortelo from South Sudan. 
The prize is worth a total of € 20,000 and is under the patronage of the Prime Minister of Baden-Württemberg,  
Mr Winfried Kretschmann. The award recognises women, men and institutions who have committed themselves to 
stand up for freedom of speech and press in an outstanding manner.

Štefica Galić is a Bosnian Croatian who is opposed to the resurging radical nationalism of the former Yugoslavia 
and is seeking to overcome the boundaries imposed by this nationalism. During the Bosnian-Croatian war in 1993, 
she and her now deceased husband, Ned̄o Galić, helped hundreds of Bosniaks who had been deported from their 
hometowns, to escape from prison camps by means of false identity papers. Today, Štefica Galić raises awareness 
about the crimes committed by the Bosnian-Croatian HVO army during the Yugoslav wars. She believes a shared 
future for all the people in Bosnia is only possible if the horrors of the past are reprocessed and the victims are 
asked for forgiveness. In newspaper articles, on her Internet portal “tacno.net” and in talks, she names perpetrators 
and describes crime scenes where ethnic cleansing occurred. Štefica Galić is therefore regarded as someone 
who justifiably denigrates her own country and is openly subjected to threats, harassment and even assaults by 
reactionary nationalists. She receives neither protection nor assistance from any state institution. Nevertheless, she 
remains steadfast and continues to work unflinchingly to reconcile all sections of the population in her country, 
thereby setting an extraordinary example in terms of the price she is paying for her noble actions.



Josephine Achiro Fortelo is a radio journalist who has campaigned for many years in various capacities for freedom 
of speech and press in her native South Sudan. As the director of Radio “Bakhita”, which is part of a Catholic radio 
network, she was responsible for the content of the broadcasts and has since been deemed as the “voice for human 
rights” in her country. She currently holds executive positions in various projects to empower and strengthen local 
radio stations, and promote peace. She is also the Managing Director of the UNESCO-supported Citizens Radio 
Network “ComNet South Sudan”. Since a large part of the population in her country is unable to read, thus relying 
on radio as an information medium, the significance of this work for democracy and the peace process in South 
Sudan can hardly be overestimated. As a result of her journalistic work, Josephine Achiro Fortelo has repeatedly 
been exposed to serious threats. She does not, however, let this intimidate her. People of different ethnic groups 
and varying political convictions have their say on her prograMs She discusses taboo topics such as flight and 
displacement and she vociferously calls for human rights. Josephine Achiro Fortelo is an exceptional role model for 
the struggle for freedom of speech and press, as an indispensable prerequisite for democracy.

The Foundation‘s Board of Trustees, which selects the winners, already made its decision in mid-May. It was able 
to rely on proposals from collaboration partners of Foundations such as Amnesty International, Journalists help 
Journalists, and Reporters without Borders. The award is named after Johann Philipp Palm (1766-1806), an 
historically well-known book-seller, who was born in Schorndorf. As a result of publishing and selling a pamphlet 
criticising Napoleon, Palm was sentenced to death at a sham trial and executed by firing squad.

The award winners will personally accept the award in a ceremony on Sunday, 2 December, at the Barbara-Künkelin-
Halle in Schorndorf. The event is open to the public and starts at 11:00 am. The ceremonial address will be given by 
Professor Heiner Bielefeldt from the Friedrich-Alexander-University Erlangen/Nuremberg, former Special Rapporteur 
on Freedom of Religion and Belief of the UN Human Rights Council.
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Greeting from the Patron

This year, the international Johann-Philipp-Palm-Award will be awarded for the ninth time to people who have 
distinguished themselves by meritorious service to the freedom of speech and the press – often at the risk of their 
own freedom or even their lives. The Johann-Philipp-Palm-Award raises awareness that freedom of speech and press 
are anything but self-evident. Even two centuries after the execution of its namesake, Johann Philipp Palm, freedom 
of this nature is threatened in many parts of the world or is simply not granted. This indicates how precious these 
fundamental rights are. Once again, I therefore gladly assume the patronage of presenting the Johann-Philipp-Palm-
Award this year.

An extraordinary example which is in keeping with the spirit of the award are the two 2018 winners; the human 
rights activist Štefica Galić from Bosnia and Herzegovina and the radio journalist Josephine Achiro Fortelo from South 
Sudan.

Štefica Galić helped countless people during the war in Yugoslavia and since the end of the war has campaigned 
for the education and peaceful coexistence of all population groups. The reprocessing of the horrors of the past, 
according to her convictions, contributes to the shared future of all people in Bosnia and Herzegovina. She also 
pursues her extraordinary commitment towards reconciliation in the face of many obstacles and is thus a notable 
example of the values for which the Johann-Philipp-Palm-Award stands.

Winfried Kretschmann
The Prime Minister of the State of Baden-Württemberg



Josephine Achiro Fortelo is a radio journalist and has been committed to freedom of speech and the press in 
her native country South Sudan for many years. There she is regarded as the “voice for human rights” and is 
campaigning through numerous projects to promote peace in her country. Since a large part of the population is 
unable to read, thus relying on radio as an information medium, the significance of Fortelo’s work can hardly be 
overestimated. Due to her journalistic work, Josephine Achiro Fortelo has repeatedly been exposed to serious threats. 
She is, however, not deterred by this and is an exceptional role model for the struggle freedom of speech and the 
press.

In keeping with Johann Philipp Palm’s name, both award winners are representative of free, responsible citizens 
who apply their freedom for the right purpose. Initiatives such as the Johann-Philipp-Palm-Award and the Palm-
Foundation ensure the visibility of this commitment and thus make a valuable contribution to free and democratic 
coexistence.

My thanks go to the founding family and all those who support the goals of the foundation. I congratulate both 2018 
winners – on receiving the Johann-Philip-Palm-Award, but above all for their courage and their determination to 
defend the ideals and values of freedom of speech and the press time and again.

Winfried Kretschmann 
Prime Minister of the State of Baden-Württemberg
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Award Winners Josephine Achiro and Štefica Galić (insides) and their Translators 
(outsides)

 Picture: D. Grbic, Bebop Media. By courtesy of the City of Schorndorf.



Festive Award Ceremony on Occasion of the

9th Johann-Philipp-Palm-Award for Freedom of Speech and the Press on Sunday, 
2 December 2018 in Schorndorf, Germany 

Programme Sequence:

 Music Hagana (#AnatabanProject, South Sudan)

 Welcome Speech and Gratitude Professor Ulrich Palm, Representative of the Palm Family

 Greeting from the City of Schorndorf Mayor Matthias Klopfer

 Music Kraj Tanana Šadrvana (“Every Day so Lovely, Shining”, Based on the Poem 
“The Asra” by Heinrich Heine, Translated by Aleksa Šantić)

 Keynote Speech There is No Peace Without Freedom of Expression: Building Political Trust in a 
Culture of Public Speech 
Professor Heiner Bielefeldt, Chair in Human Rights and Human Rights 
Politics at the University of Erlangen-Nürnberg, former United Nations 
Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion or Belief

 Music Anfangs wollt´ ich fast verzagen (“At First, I Almost Despaired”, Song by 
Robert Schumann) 
Die Gedanken sind frei (“The Thoughts are Free”, German Popular Ballad)

 Appreciation of the Laureates Laudation on Štefica Galić by Andrea Beer, ARD Radio Studio South East 
Europe, Vienna; 
Laudation on Josephine Achiro Fortelo Olum by Sheila Mysorekar, DW 
Akademie, Bonn

  Presentation of the Award Certificates

 Responses of the Laureates Štefica Galić, hotographer, Journalist and Human Rights Activist from 
Bosnia-Herzegovina 
Josephine Achiro Fortelo Olum, Radio Journalist and Media Trainer from 
South Sudan

 Music Sage nein! (“Say No!”, Song by Konstantin Wecker)

  Invitation to Reception
 

Bosnian Translation: Gari Pavković, Stuttgart 
English Translation: Annette Krönert, Dresden 
Music: Truike van der Poel (Mezzo-Soprano) and Zaza Miminioshvili (Guitarist, Composer, Arranger)

14 | 15



Welcome Speech and Gratitude

One hundred years ago the First World War ended, one hundred years ago a republic was proclaimed in Berlin and 
one hundred years ago women’s suffrage was introduced in Germany. In between were economic and political crises, 
total catastrophes, reconstruction and the economic miracle, the cold war, reunification, European integration and 
globalisation. These buzzwords of the century indicate what shaped the life of Philipp Palm, who was also born a 
hundred years ago not far from here in Plüderhausen. Together with his wife Maria, he laid the foundation for the 
purpose of our gathering today. In the sense of res publica, they built up an enterprise and transformed it into a 
foundation spanning beyond their lifetime, in order to support causes that were close to their hearts. They achieved 
this with Swabian diligence, at great cost to themselves and unwavering commitment.

Above all, this included the promotion of democracy and the preservation of freedom of speech and freedom of the 
press for Maria and Philipp Palm. There were very personal reasons behind this civic commitment. When Philipp Palm 
stepped off the train in Schorndorf at the end of the war with only one leg and his hand injured, he vowed to fight 
radical nationalism from then on. The award we are giving today is therefore based on a life story closely interwoven in 
the history of this country. Accordingly, the foundation honours women, men and institutions who set an example to us 
in the fight for freedom of expression and freedom of the press.

Dear Ms Galić, dear Ms Olum, you are such outstanding role models. It is therefore a special honor for me to welcome 
you and your relatives in Schorndorf today. I am also extremely pleased about the presence of the Ambassador of 
South Sudan, Ms Noah. Your Excellency is welcome.

Freedom of expression and freedom of the press are human rights which are indispensable to democracy. For us, 
this is a self-evident political postulate. When we grant freedom, however, we must always be aware of the freedom 
of others. Freedom of communication therefore also has it limits, especially in a religious context. This raises difficult 
philosophical and constitutional questions. Who better to answer these questions than a graduate theologian with an 
honorary doctorate, a doctorate in philosophy and who is an honorary professor of law? Dear Mr Bielefeldt, today you 
are giving the speech “There is No Peace Without Freedom of Expression: Building Political Trust in a Culture of Public 
Speech” – and we are very much looking forward to it.

A warm welcome and my thanks to Ms Beer, the Southeastern Europe correspondent for ARD, and Ms Mysorekar, 
first chairwoman of the New German Media Professionals. You know our award winners and are active as journalists in 
their countries. Thank you very much for giving the laudations. Many thanks for holding the laudations.

Professor Dr Ulrich Palm
Member of the Board of Trustees, Representative of the Palm Family



This award is awarded by numerous institutions and individuals. First and foremost, I would like to mention the town of 
Schorndorf, which is an extremely important project partner for the Foundation. For this I would like to thank the Lord 
Mayor Mr Klopfer, Ms Betz and Mayor Mr Englert very much and welcome them warmly.

At the same time, I would like to welcome member of the state parliament, Ms Häffner. You always support the 
foundation‘s projects very benevolently. I thank you for that! From among the democratically elected representatives, a 
hearty welcome is also extended to the ladies and gentlemen of the regional, district and town councils, as well as the 
former members of the state parliament, Mr Brechtken and Mr Heinz.

I would like to welcome Ms Chebu, Dr Schnabel, Mr Pfeiffer, Mr Macke and Mr Riethmüller from the Foundation’s 
Board of Trustees, which exercises great dilligence in the decision-making process of the award and I thank you very 
much. Dear Ms Chebu, dear Mr Macke, you have proposed our award winners to the Board of Trustees – thank you 
very much for that!

The work of the founders will only continue in the long term if the institution is supported by people who act with foresight 
and reliability in this sense. As members of the Board of Directors and the Board of Trustees of the Palm-Foundation, I 
would therefore like to extend a warm welcome to Dr. König, former Mayor Mr Kübler, Ms Krönert, Mr Bauer, Mr Klemm, 
Mr Tötsch and the attending wives. At this point I would also like to welcome all employees of the Foundation.

The founders were very attached to the Protestant regional church. I am therefore pleased to welcome their 
representatives.

I would also like to thank our collaboration partners, Amnesty International, Reporters without Borders, Journalists 
Helping Journalists and the Hamburg Foundation for Politically Persecuted Persons, who always render thoroughly 
researched recommendations for the prize-giving.

My sincere thanks also particularly goes to Ms van der Poel and Mr Miminoshvili who will accompany us musically. 
You can begin so long, by relaxing the larynx and warming up the vocal chords by the way – we will be singing two 
verses of “Die Gedanken sind frei” together afterwards.

Countless people are involved in the organisation and realization of such an event. I would like to thank them all 
very much. Please allow me to mention Ms Beckhoff by name, who, in addition to Annette Krönert, has made a 
particularly great effort.

My sincere thanks go to all the other project partners, supporters and helpers who so effectively support this award 
and the foundation. Last but not least, I would like to thank you all for coming. With your interest in the event, you 
carry this prize and make it what it is.
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Professor Ulrich Palm, Member of the Board of Trustees, Representative of the Palm 
Family

Picture: D. Grbic, Bebop Media. By courtesy of the City of Schorndorf.



Greeting from the City of Schorndorf

 
 
Dear Ms Galić, dear Ms Achiro Fortelo Olum,

Welcome to Schorndorf. I am proud to welcome you to a city where such a historical role model as Johann Philipp 
Palm was born more than 250 years ago. He fought, as you did, for freedom of expression and freedom of the 
press. These freedoms are essential for a functioning democracy. They are fundamental human rights. I am 
pleased to welcome you to a city where another important prize will be awarded. This year we have awarded the 
Barbara Künkelin Prize to the courageous Ms Sabine Constabel and the Association Sisters e. V. They fight to ban 
sex for money and assist prostitutes who quit. I am also proud to welcome you to a city in which, during a recent 
demonstration, almost 2,000 people set a clear example of tolerance, diversity, respect for human rights, and 
democracy. There were peaceful demonstrations against right-wing extremism, xenophobia and violence. People 
from over 100 different nations live together in our city.

But I also welcome you to a country with a bitter and dark past. For 100 years we have been working on coming to 
terms with the crimes of the First World War, and for more than 70 years on the crimes of the Second World War. 
Germany and Europe foster and live an active culture of remembrance. On November 11, more than 70 heads of 
state and government from all over the world came to Paris to commemorate the victims of the First World War and to 
send a signal that such a catastrophe would never happen again.

It is particularly gratifying for me, to welcome you to a city celebrating its 50th anniversary of partnership with the 
French community of Tulle next year. City partnerships have become the cornerstone of reconciliation in Europe. 
However, it saddens me that even in Europe journalists face risks in their lives. One organization documented more 
than 3000 assaults in the past five years. In Germany, too, members of the media are increasingly exposed to risks. 
What saddens me even more, is that I have to welcome you to a country where we are currently witnessing that many 
people are afraid of globalisation and reject international organisations. Germany must intensively address what a 
legitimate national feeling means and where nationalist extremism begins. I am angry that populists and extremists 
around the world promise simple solutions to complex problems and have, for instance, capitalised on the refugee 
crisis.

Matthias Klopfer
Mayor of the City of Schorndorf
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In many Central and South-Eastern European countries, various nationalist or populist forces are now in power 
or at least involved in it. Such is also the case in Bosnia-Herzegovina. Just recently, at the beginning of October, 
nationalists won the parliamentary and presidential elections. Together with the Serbian SNSD, the Muslim party SDA 
is once again the strongest party. The country is in a permanent dispute between its three ethnic groups: Bosnians, 
Serbs, and Croats. These groups have been separated since the end of the war in 1995.

In the early 1980s, Yugoslavia was in an economic crisis. In the aftermath of that crisis, nationalist tendencies 
emerged. The leading politicians deliberately let violent nationalists stir up fear and hatred, and thus accepted the 
wars. The disintegration of the former Yugoslavia was accompanied by a series of wars. The Croatia War from 1991 
to 1995, the Bosnia War from 1992 to 1995, and the Kosovo War from 1998 to 1999. The Bosnia War alone claimed 
over 200,000 lives and more than two million persons were displaced.

You, dear Ms Galić, belong to the ethnic group of Croats in Bosnia and Herzegovina. You had to leave your hometown 
Ljubuški due to personal threats and physical aggression by reactionary nationalists. Harassed for your work as a 
human rights activist and journalist. With forged travel documents, you saved hundreds of Bosniaks from deportation. 
Today you are sheding light upon the crimes committed by the Bosnian-Croatian army HVO during the Yugoslavian 
wars. You call for reconciliation. Your goal is to address the horrors of the past and ask the victims for forgiveness. 
You publicly accuse the perpetrators and list the crime scenes of the then so-called “ethnic cleansings” on your 
Internet portal. Incidentally, the term “ethnic cleansing” was chosen in Germany in 1992 as the ‘unword’ of the 
year, because this term tries to gloss over the worst violations of human rights. But behind it, are actually expulsion, 
resettlement, deportation, and murder. In order to establish a “Greater Serbian” state, the Bosniaks and Croats were 
to disappear from the parts where many Serbs lived. The means to such end were mass expulsions and massacres, 
to which mostly Bosnian Muslims fell victim. During the massacre in the East Bosnian town of Srebrenica in July 
1995, Bosnian Serb troops and paramilitaries killed more than 8,000 Muslim men and boys of military age. Serb 
civilians were also victims of massacres committed by Bosniak and Croat fighters in retaliation.

What also weighs on the country, is the extremely high unemployment rate. Bosnia has the third highest 
unemployment rate in the world. In the past two years, around 80,000 people have left Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
60% of young people have no job and therefore, no prospects in their homeland. Another worrying development 
is that in May this year Recep Tayyip Erdogan spoke to 20,000 Muslims and foreign Turks in Bosnia. We, Western 
Europeans, have banned him from campaigning in our countries. This caused further political strife in Bosnia. We 
can only hope that his influence in the Balkans will not increase.



 

The situation in Southern Sudan is in an almost worst state than the political situation in Bosnia. Southern Sudan has 
been independent since 2011, making it the youngest state in the world. Unfortunately, the country tops all negative 
records: The Democracy Status Index ranks 121 out of 129, the Corruption Perception Index is in penultimate place, 
the Freedom of the Press Index ranks 144 out of 180. The Human Rights Watch condemns the restriction of freedom 
of the press, opinion, and assembly. Journalists are intimidated, persecuted, and murdered. Human rights violations 
are part of everyday life. A very recent example of human rights violations is the auction of a 17-year-old girl in 
Southern Sudan that became public a few days ago. She was offered for sale on Facebook. Unfortunately, this tragic 
event only became known when the girl was already married. Five men, including high-ranking officials, are said to 
have taken part in the auction.

Violent civil wars separated the black African Christian South from the Arab-Muslim North. In a referendum, 95 
percent of the Southern Sudanese voted in favour of a state of their own. But from 2013 onwards, conflicts flared 
up again. This time among those who had voted for independence. The homeland of our second award winner, 
Josephine Achiro Fortelo Olum, has over 60 peoples. It is often confusing and difficult to understand who is currently 
fighting against whom. President Salva Kiir‘s “Dinka” people are fighting against the Nuer people of his former 
deputy, Riek Machar, who fled to South Africa. That is a rough characterization. In reality, the country is falling apart 
into parties that are fighting each other down to clan structures. Since the outbreak of the civil war, the situation of 
human rights violations has worsened. Expulsion, rape as a weapon of war, and murder are the order of the day. 
According to the United Nations, more than 16,000 children have been recruited by all warring parties in Southern 
Sudan. The army and security forces enjoyed a kind of impunity from the outset.

A few years ago, for example, there was a massacre in Wau. Militias and the Southern Sudanese army, dominated by 
the Dinka people, systematically killed members of other ethnic groups on the streets. Thousands of people fled to 
the churches and nearby cathedral grounds. The church is one of the few institutions in Southern Sudan that still has 
moral authority. The murderers literally stopped outside the parish walls. Four of the twelve million South Sudanese 
are on the run and live in camps – in their own country or in neighbouring countries.

A large part of the population cannot read. The flow of information via radio is indispensable. Our award winner has 
been active as a radio journalist for many years and works for human rights, freedom of opinion, and freedom of the 
press in her homeland. With her radio network, she gives people a voice. She lets people of different ethnicities and 
different political convictions have their say. She discusses flight and expulsion. She calls loudly for peace and makes 
an important contribution to the creation of a democracy. Unfortunately, she too is threatened and punished by her 
critics and opponents for her tireless efforts.
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Today we are honouring two courageous women who are fighting for the preservation of human rights and democracy 
in their countries. These strong journalists know that pen and paper light more fires than any match in the world. 
They show civil courage, bravery, backbone, and a clear stance. By making your opinion public, you give an invisible 
armament to the people you stand up for. You are the advocates of the people. The situations in the countries of 
origin of this year‘s award winners, show only two examples of disregard for freedom of expression and freedom of 
the press. Unfortunately, such examples can also be found in Germany: ZDF presenter Dunja Hayali is also exposed 
to threats and smear campaigns. And yet she says: “I want to encourage society to stand up again. Each of us can 
move things in our own personal environment. We must seek what unites us without sweeping what divides us under 
the carpet.” I can only underline one thing: to represent one‘s opinion in public, even if it does not agree with the 
majority or the opinion of the rulers, requires courage and determination, steadfastness and a deep inner conviction. 
For this reason, I want to express my full and sincere respect and gratitude to today‘s laureates. Finally, I would like 
to thank the Palm family very much for the establishment of the Palm-Foundation and the Board of Trustees for the 
selection of the award winners, as well as all active members of the Palm-Foundation for the organisation of today‘s 
event. With your work you enrich our city and with the Palm-Award you promote what is probably the most important 
value in our society: freedom of expression and freedom of the press. Our Johann Philipp Palm stands symbolically 
for the protection and preservation of this value, as do today‘s award winners.



Keynote Speaker Professor Heiner Bielefeldt, University of Erlangen-Nürnberg

Picture: D. Grbic, Bebop Media. By courtesy of the City of Schorndorf.
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Keynote Speech

There is No Peace Without Freedom of Expression: Building Political Trust in a Culture of Public Speech

I. Investigative Journalism and the Building of Trust

Journalistic work can inspire trust. In particular, investigative, independently researched journalism fulfils a trust-
building function that is indispensable for our liberal democracy. This clarification may surprise you at first, because 
it does not fit in at all with the evil cliché of journalism, which draws its profits by embarrassing political and artistic 
celebrities and prefers to drag everything though the dirt. The trust-building function of investigative journalism, 
however, consists above all in the fact that it really gets to the bottom of rumours, conducts solid research, 
counteracts speculations and unfounded allegations with evidence, and in doing so, discloses openly the principles 
of research, including any possible doubts. Of course, the trust that democracy is all about – and this should be 
stressed from the outset – can only be a critical trust, not a blind trust. It is about a trust that not only gives space to 
critical questions, but lives from them.

More than 50 years ago, Hannah Arendt – a reluctant philosopher who was also an active journalist – formulated 
how important the trust-building function of investigating journalism is. As early as the 1960s, Arendt provided the 
best remark on the disturbing phenomena that we call today “fake news” or “alternative facts”. To lie, she writes in 
her own sarcasm, has always been part of politics and will probably never disappear. To lie is also part of human 
life in other ways; it is sort of normal, and we can generally deal with it somehow. According to Arendt, what is 
dangerous is not to lie in politics, but the long-term erosion of common sense, which then threatens, if we give it 
up, our desire to even want to distinguish between lies and truth. This danger culminates in the fact that elementary 
categorical distinctions lose credibility and eventually become blurred into one another. This applies, for example, to 
the fundamental distinction between facts and myths, between biographies and fictions, between empiricism and 
fantasy, between description and manipulation, or between scientific prognoses and pathological hallucinations.

If the categories that make up our common sense start to flounder, we will experience a crisis that Arendt calls “world 
trust”. We lose, so to speak, the ground under our feet. “Consistent lying,” she writes, “is bottomless in the truest 
sense of the word and plunges people into the abyss, without ever being able to build another ground on which to 
stand.” The so-called “alternative facts” are not “facts”, and “fake news”

Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. Heiner Bielefeldt
Chair in Human Rights and Human Rights Politics at the University of Erlangen-Nürnberg, 
former United Nations Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion or Belief 



have no news value. It is impossible to make sense of the world without these elementary categorical distinctions. 
Moreover, we cannot communicate with each other without the basis of reasonably verified facts. Communication 
– talking to each other – can only succeed by talking about something that we may approach from very different 
perspectives, but always take precedence over such multiperspectivity. When that “something” disappears in the fog 
or its existence is even denied, communication loses its purpose. Instead of talking to each other, there are unilateral 
tweets which, which, yes, never meet or not even rub shoulders with each other. Without talking to each other, there 
is no interaction – in other words, there is no politics which Hannah Arendt understands to be above all collective 
action. And finally, the public institutions, whose function is to give our political environment a certain degree of 
reliability, also shatter and crumble.

This is precisely where the trust-building task of investigative journalism proves to be of literally “fundamental” 
importance: it is about establishing the facts in concrete terms – and re-establishing them once more – which make 
up the ground of our common political world. Only under these conditions can political communication ever succeed, 
and only on such ground can public institutions develop and become effective.

The crisis of “world trust” (to continue using the term coined by Hannah Arendt), is closely linked to two other 
dimensions of the crisis of trust, namely the erosion of trust in the public institutions and a crisis of trust in public 
communication. I would like to go through these three dimensions systematically as follows: I will start with the 
institutions, from there I will move towards political communication, and then once again deal with the very basic 
dimension, the impending loss of the common sense. Independently researched and investigative journalism plays 
a central role in overcoming the loss of trust in all these dimensions. And, as I will demonstrate later, this is exactly 
why it is always “subversive” to an autocratic regime. It is no coincidence that investigative journalists – including 
their supporters and publishers – live dangerously. Some, like the publisher Johann Philipp Palm, have paid for their 
tenacity with their lives.
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II. Dimensions of the crisis of trust

 1. The crisis of public institutions

One of the main causes of human rights violations around the world is corruption – or more specifically: 
endemic corruption. When corruption is present not only here and there, but it also “occurs” in social relations 
and particularly in our dealings with public authorities as a whole, it destroys trust in the public institutions or 
prevents such trust from developing at all. Endemic corruption acts like a poison that weakens and undermines 
public institutions. In the end, there may be no “public” institutions left (or perhaps they never existed) – and 
there is no “res publica” worthy of the name. In extreme cases, public institutions merely provide a façade for 
the enforcement of clan interests, mafia practices, and obscure

private business. In some places, even the courts of law are nothing more than the continuation of customer 
policies through other means. This situation is highly dangerous. For if the people lose their trust in an 
independent and reasonably fair judiciary system or have never been able to develop such trust, there is a 
growing risk that they will either completely resign and withdraw from public life or perhaps resort to means of 
vigilante justice or parallel justice. Current examples – also in Europe – are before our eyes.

Without reasonably reliable public institutions, there is no public space. Here in Germany, public space seems 
so obvious that we hardly think about its requirements – its highly contingent requirements. In any case, public 
space is not merely a geographical reality; it has not “always been there,” but must be created and shaped 
politically. A public space to which everyone – including minorities, members of the opposition, critics – has 
access without fear is an achievement of civilization that must be defended against the dangers of erosion and 
implosion that threatens it from different sides. This requires public institutions that – even if they make mistakes 
and sometimes fail – deserve on the whole our critical trust, but first and foremost a functioning, independent, 
and fair judiciary system. Where this is not the case, the public space shrinks; it becomes narrower and narrower 
and can collapse in extreme cases. In recent years, “the shrinking space of civil society” has increasingly 
become the subject of human rights crisis descriptions. In some EU states, such as Hungary, civil engagement 
has also become risky.



 2. The crisis of public communication

Without a general public space created by public institutions, a public discourse can be difficult to develop, 
if it develops at all. This brings us to the second dimension of the crisis of trust. Experience has shown that 
when a public space to which everyone has fear-free access is unreliable or rudimentary, the chances of people 
experiencing the political, religious, ideological, cultural, ethnic and other facets of society as something normal 
will dwindle, let alone the chance of having a productive exchange of ideas. And how could they! Instead, the 
focus typically turns inwards: on one‘s own networks, from which one expects security and support within an 
environment in which nothing can be really relied on. The space of trust shrinks to the inner space within an 
environment that is threatening simply because one does not understand the circumstances, and because 
communication beyond the boundaries of one‘s own group rarely takes place or happens only marginally. Here 
we find the structural reasons for the spread of collective narrow-mindedness in many states, especially in highly 
corrupt, autocratic-ruled, or disintegrating states. The feelings of fear and powerlessness form the breeding 
ground for resentment – this was impressively described by Nietzsche (with whom I cannot philosophically relate 
to). And collective resentments can be violently discharged at the expense of minorities at any time.

In this context, a comment on the Internet is unavoidable. On the one hand, it enables exchanges across 
borders that were previously difficult to cross. Especially for some small minorities – such as non-binary 
individuals who do not clearly identify themselves to the male or female gender – this is a blessing that

cannot be overestimated. The Internet has created new opportunities to take notice of each other and find 
common grounds. On the other hand, the Internet also leads to new forms of communicative fragmentation. In 
those filtered bubbles in which only like-minded people meet, the incentives to consider different arguments 
are eliminated from the very beginning. Attracting the attention of “like-minded people” in the pool is most likely 
achieved by bragging on a massive scale. If, however, the rhetorical escalation encounters no resistance, the last 
inhibitions finally fall and the hatred and malice are given more and more free rein. Conspiracy fantasies also 
flourish, especially when wild projections are not broken by real encounters or by hard facts.
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 3. The crisis of world trust

This brings us back to the crisis of “world trust”, as Hannah Arendt has called the impending erosion of political 
common sense. At the moment, we cannot overlook the symptoms associated with this crisis. They are evident, 
for example, in the chatter of the “dishonest press,” which paradoxically targets precisely such media that at 
least strives for sound research. Anyone who uses the word “dishonest media”, generally does not want to 
address specific incidents of misinformation or manipulation, for which there are, of course, plenty of examples. 
The aim is usually to discredit investigative journalism as a whole. The attack on the alleged “mainstream 
media”, suggests that journalists are nothing more than mercenaries in a propaganda war, in which it is not 
about what you write or say and what arguments you can put forward for it, but about which side you stand on.

It is particularly insane when US President Trump, of all people, who is proven to have the audacity to lie every 
day, speaks of “fake news”. It is already bad enough that he continues to fuel the polarization of US society, 
but even more alarming is that he is systematically obstructing the possibilities of ever finding a way out of 
such polarization. Just as he divides the Supreme Court into “Obama judges” and “Trump judges” and seeks 
to undermine their authority as guardians of the rule of law, so does he divide the media landscape into two 
camps that have nothing to say to each other anymore, because the elementary requirements of talking to each 
other have simply crumbled. One can even assume that Trump supporters do not accept everything from their 
president. It seems, however, that many are no longer bothered by the accusation of lying. Right or wrong – my 
president!

None of this is specific to US society. Similar crises symptoms can be found in many parts of the world. For 
example, President Putin has repeatedly used Russia‘s veto position in the UN Security Council to block the 
establishment of independent committees of inquiry – for example to clarify the shooting down of aircraft over 
Eastern Ukraine or the use of chemical weapons in Syria. The argument that such committees are “politicised” 
from the outset suggests an understanding of politics in which propaganda can simply no longer be counter-
acted or has no counter-authority. The aim of Russian state propaganda is not primarily to establish a firm 
“truth” – as was the case when the “Pravda” function as the guardian of Orthodox Soviet positions. Instead, 
everything ultimately gets stuck in the approximation of the many eventualities. Could be, could not be. Everyone 
may speculate as they please. Real clarification is prevented, and getting to the bottom of things is becoming 
increasingly difficult.



None of this is specific to US society. Similar symptoms of the crisis can be found in many parts of the world. 
President Putin, for instance, has repeatedly used Russia‘s veto position in the UN Security Council to block the 
creation of independent investigative committees to clarify the plane shooting in Eastern Ukraine or the use of 
chemical weapons in Syria. The argument that such committees are “politicized” from the outset, suggests an 
understanding of politics in which propaganda has no opposition or defying parties. The aim of the Russian state 
propaganda is not primarily to establish a firm “truth” – as in the days when the

“Pravda” was the guardian of Orthodox-Soviet positions. Instead, everything gets stuck in the middle of the many 
eventualities. Could be, could not be. Everyone may speculate as they please. Real clarifications are avoided.

A few years ago, I had the opportunity to talk to members of the Jewish community of Tiraspol. Tiraspol is the 
quasi-capital of Transnistria, a split-off strip of Moldovan territory occupied by Russian “peacekeepers” for 25 
years. In the village squares in Transnistria, Lenin still stands on the pedestal, and the old flag with hammer 
and sickle still hangs in the offices. Everything seems to belong to a different era. An old Jew, whom we meet 
in the capital, is still scared at night that the Romanian fascists might come back and kidnap him – like in his 
childhood, when he spent years in a concentration camp of Romania, which was allied with Hitler‘s Germany. 
The older members of the Jewish community have experienced fascism, World War, Stalinist terror, disintegration 
of the USSR, civil war, predatory capitalism and oligarchy, but never had the opportunity to speak publicly about 
their traumatic experiences. There is not even a hint of a public culture of remembrance in this region. Whether 
or not the Holocaust against the Jews happened apparently remains a personal “matter of opinion”, about 
which no one gets really upset. It suddenly occurred to me that there was something far more horrifying than 
the Holocaust denial, namely the “Holocaust indifference”, i.e. an attitude in which people gave up dealing with 
history and with trying to distinguish at all between true and false, facts and lies. It could have been like that, but 
it could also have been different – the contours of real history and “fake history” merge in such a way that terms 
like “fascist”, “Nazi” or “Bolshevik” hardly convey concrete contents beyond a diffuse negative connotation. 
Thus, they become arbitrarily available labels in the propaganda campaigns of ghostly, postfactual politics.
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III. The “subversive” in investigative journalism

The crises that were just outlined are not developing serendipitously. People can do something about them. The 
good news is that this is actually happening. In Poland, tens of thousands took to the streets to demonstrate for the 
independence of the judicial system. The EU Commission has now initiated infringement proceedings against the 
country. Even though civic organisations in Hungary are increasingly being defamed as “foreign agents” according 
to the Russian model, many people do not allow themselves to be intimidated. The “shrinking space of civil society” 
is not a law of nature. Recently, hate campaigns on the Internet have encountered increased resistance, including 
in the physical space that people use for solidarity demonstrations in favour of stigmatised minorities. A quarter 
of a million people recently gathered in Berlin under the motto “indivisible“; this was the largest demonstration 
in decades. I am particularly impressed by the fact that young people in Russia, who during their lifetime have 
experienced nothing more than Putin‘s regime in politics, are protesting against the rampant corruption in their 
country and taking many risks in the process. Even the state propaganda actually has its limits and cannot 
completely push aside political common sense. Journalists play a central role in all of this – for example, when 
they exposed international corruption with the publication of the “Panama Papers”, speak publicly of human rights 
violations, and report beyond the boundaries of polarized political goups. Although “fake news” or mere rumours 
seem to spread much faster than solidly researched facts, many still adhere to the old maxim of an international 
network for ethical journalism: “facts are sacred”. In doing so, they contribute to maintaining or regaining common 
sense or, as Hannah Arendt would say, world trust.

From the perspective of an autocratic leadership, however, this trust-building work is above all, subversive. Autocrats 
do not want trust, but followers. This is becoming more and more apparent in some of the still, somehow, democratic 
states in Europe, where the politics of intimidation and narrow-mindedness are rampant and increasingly producing 
autocratic tendencies.



An autocratic regime is a regime of mistrust. It not only sows mistrust in the population, but it is also internally 
decimated by mistrust. This is extremely evident in one-party states. Since it does not give the opposition any 
“visible” place in politics, it is all the more obsessed with the fear that the opposition could be “invisibly” present 
everywhere. Hence, the insatiable control sessions of autocratic regimes that smell disloyalty and subversive chaos 
everywhere. Even convinced government officials may occasionally be plagued by doubts as to whether the applause 
of the population, staged by means of intimidation, is really genuine. Such doubts increase the tendency to resort 
to the method of attitude snooping, for which disguised, i.e. “invisible” agents are used. The state’s mistrust of the 
invisible opposition thus corresponds to the people‘s mistrust of the invisible state agents, who can penetrate all the 
cracks in society, including the private and intimate spheres, in order to sow discord and disintegrate communities. 
– A few years ago, in a fact-finding mission I conducted for the United Nations in Vietnam, I experienced intensely 
how, after some time, I was in danger of losing common sense myself. I felt the ubiquitous mistrust infecting me, and 
I wondered if I would gradually begin to see ghosts everywhere.

For an autocratic regime, trust work is subversive per se. This is particularly true, when trust is understood as 
critical trust that goes hand in hand with transparency, accountability, debate and questions. It is no coincidence 
that all those involved in trust work experience repression. That affects many people: Lawyers that oppose the 
political instrumentalization of the judicial system; “wistleblowers” that expose cases of systematic corruption; 
church congregations that at first develop a culture of solidarity within their own ranks, which may extend to society 
as a whole; civic organisations that stand up for the rights of opponents, dissenters, and minorities; Scientists that 
do not allow themselves to be tied down by ideology; media professionals that want to bring people from different 
political groups together; bloggers that disseminate their critical views on the state and society; and last but not least, 
journalists that conduct independent research in sensitive political fields.

The research of politically relevant facts has, in a sense, an inner affinity with the public institutions of the separation 
of powers, because here as there it is about “checks and balances”. In the system of institutionalized separation 
of powers, the Checks and Balances are intended to prevent the concentration of unchecked power. They are 
a component of a conscious “division” that serves to give space and time for critical reflection, rethinking and 
correction. Without the institutional Checks and Balances, the ruling majority or clique could simply march through, 
completely occupy the public institutions and by such occupation destroy the public space, which should be open 
and fear-free to all. To put it in a positive way: The separation of powers functions in the interest of liberal democracy 
by protecting the public institutions against exploitative transgressions and the public space against the ever-possible 
collapse. In this way, it contributes to the trust in public institutions.
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The function of journalistic work can be compared to this in many respects. Journalistic research also practices 
“checks and balances”. Instead of trumpeting unproven presumptions into the world, it takes the trouble “cross-
checking” constantly. Important information must be confirmed by an independent source, because it could be 
falsified or not be entirely accurate for other reasons. There is no reporting or coverage, according to the motto, 
without “double checking” or, when push comes to shove, even “triple checking”. In order to capture the diversity 
of all possible perspectives, it is also about “balancing” – weighing up arguments and points of view. Therefore, 
independent investigative journalism functions as a factor of conscious “division” in the constant stream of moods, 
conjectures, and fast tweets – analogous to the institutional separation of powers. To counter the blurring of the 
distinction between truth and falsehood, investigative journalism compiles the facts of our political life, “this stubborn 
thereness, which in the end (…) undeniably characterizes all human reality,” as Hannah Arendt writes. This is 
precisely how journalism contributes to maintaining or regaining trust.

All Checks and Balances are a thorn in the side of autocratic regimes or autocratically tuned politicians in the 
still-somehow democratic states. No wonder they typically seek access to both the independent judiciary and 
independent reporting. Journalists are therefore often among the first victims of political repression. They are 
defamed, harassed, persecuted and sometimes even killed not merely because of their possibly “dissenting opinion”. 
Propagandistic smoke throwers can now deal confidently with different opinions. The subversive role of investigative 
journalism consists above all, in the stubborn efforts to find facts that challenge the uninhibited penetration of 
propaganda.



IV. Final Remarks

Peace, as Immanuel Kant writes, is not a quasi-natural given fact, instead it must be actively brought about. Peace 
is created through trust work at different levels: through reliable public institutions, through public communication 
across borders, and through fact-based public criticism. At the same time, Kant makes it clear that genuine peace 
has nothing in common with mere “cemetery peace”.

Today we honour two journalists who have taken on many dangers for their peace work. Štefica Galić stands for 
resistance against a politically fabricated “fake history” that denies genuine reconciliation because it

avoids reality. The fabric of lies cannot serve peace. It does not create trust, but only reinforces the existing 
mistrust. In her efforts to solve historical crimes, Ms Galic has – perhaps inevitably – made enemies as well. She 
has experienced threats that – this is especially infamous – also affect her family. Josephine Achiro Fortelo had 
lived similar experiences. She relies above all on the radio – the medium of the poor and illiterate – to reach as 
many people as possible. In an interview, Ms Fortelo states her goal: “Peace in the country, forgiveness and the 
coalescence of groups that have been hostile for a long time – that is what I want and what I advocate for as a 
journalist. This goal is worth the risk.“

The prize awarded to Štefica Galić and Josefine Achiro Fortelo is named after Johann Philipp Palm, a publisher who 
defied Napoleon. He refused to divulge to the authorities the name of authors who had published anonymously for 
their own protection and that of their families. He did not allow himself to be intimidated and in the autumn of 1806 
ended up in front of a firing squad.

Ms Galic and Ms Fortelo, I congratulate you from the bottom of my heart for the Johann-Philipp-Palm-Award for 
freedom of expression and freedom of the press.

32 | 33



Štefica Galić with Award Certificate

Picture: D. Grbic. By courtesy of the City of Schorndorf.



Under the Patronage 
of the Prime Minister of Baden-Württemberg 

Mr Winfried Kretschmann 
the

Palm-Foundation Registered Nonprofit Organisation

 

awards 
Ms

Štefica Galić
from Bosnia-Herzegovina 

the

Johann-Philipp-Palm-Award for Freedom of Speech and the Press 2018

For decades of hard work and commitment against radical nationalism in the countries of the former Yugoslavia.

In a clever and courageous manner, Štefica Galić along with her late husband Ned̄o Galić, saved hundreds of 
deported Bosniaks from prison camps during the Bosnian-Croat war in 1993.

Today, she is committed to the investigation of war crimes by naming the perpetrators and documenting their 
inhumane practices. She vehemently opposes nationalist thinking and the glorification of war in the political ruling 
class and in society. She is unswervingly striving for tolerance and reconciliation of all ethnic groups in her country.

The bestowal of the Johann-Philipp-Palm-Award is intended to set an example: Štefica Galić does not stand alone.

Štefica Galić shares the Award with Josephine Achiro Fortelo Olum from South Sudan.
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Laudation on Štefica Galić

 
 
“Nothing is more difficult and requires more character than being in open opposition and saying no.”

This phrase was written by Kurt Tucholsky with people like Štefica Galić in mind. On the photo here we can see her 
standing on the famous Mostar Bridge over the Neretva River. She was born in 1963 and lives in Mostar. She is a 
photographer, a journalist and describes her way of thinking as anti-fascist. She has two sons, one daughter and two 
granddaughters and her daughter Maša accompanied her to Schorndorf. Štefica Galić has a family which means that 
she is vulnerable. This includes her position as editor-in-chief of the internet portal Taćno.net – known for its critical 
reporting. Štefica Galić will tell us more about it later. She is an attentive guardian of her divided city Mostar, where 
Croats and Bosniaks live side by side, in two districts. What does she do? She watches, takes notes, goes to the 
police, goes to the prosecutor‘s office. For instance, when the forbidden symbols of “Herceg-Bosna” emerge, a mini-
state proclaimed by the Croats in Bosnia and Herzegovina during the war in August 1993.

The world-famous bridge in Mostar over the Neretva was built in the 16th century during the Ottoman Empire. In this 
photo we see a replica from the year 2004, for the bridge collapsed in November 1993 during the Bosnian War. It 
was destroyed by the army of the Bosnian Croats. There are many reasons why this happened, but one of the main 
people responsible for the destruction of the bridge was Slobodan Praljak. The convicted war criminal Praljak was 
commander of the Bosnian-Croat army during the war in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Just over a year ago Slobodan 
Praljak took his own life. He drank potassium cyanide live in front of the Yugoslavian tribunal in The Hague. Praljak 
was convicted of war crimes in Bosnia and Herzegovina, including the expulsion of non-Croatians from the region. 
The main victims were Bosnian Muslims, the Bosniaks, but also Serbs and dissident Croats. The photo that you now 
see was taken during research by the ARD Studios south-eastern Europe in Čapljina. You see posters stating: “naš 
heroj” – “our hero” in English. The man with the white beard is Slobodan Praljak. Now you might think it was a photo 
from the year 1993. It wasn’t! We took the photo in December 2017 in Čapljina, Herzegovina where the convicted war 
criminal Slobodan Praljak grew up. Hence the photo was taken after his suicide in The Hague. This shows that he 
is revered as a hero by many people in Herzegovina. In an area where, during the war in Bosnia-Herzegovina there 
were about forty prison camps. These were run by the Bosnian-Croat army. Nothing in the area points to the earlier 
camps. No signs, no references, and Croatian pupils very rarely hear of them. If one lingers in the vicinity of these 
former camps, one can quickly run into probleMs Journalists who do this are threatened, intimidated and sometimes 
beaten up. Therefore, to broach the subject of the former camps of the Bosnian-Croat army, would be dangerous.

Andrea Beer
ARD Radio Studio South East Europe, Vienna



 

Štefica Galić does.

In this photo she is showing my colleague Eldina Jašarević and me one of the camps. It is the so-called “Heliodrom” 
in Mostar, where several thousand civilians were imprisoned at times. Without a trial, without a lawyer, without having 
done anything at all. Štefica Galić shows us the terrain on the outskirts of Mostar and tells us what happened there.

Štefica Galić lived in the small town of Ljubuški until 2012, but she had to move away from there. Because of her 
free expression of opinion about the war and how it was dealt with, she is and will be met with tremendous hostility. 
So much that she had to move to Mostar. What had she done? She did not let herself be shut up and in a short 
documentary she spoke about the persecution and deportation of Bosniaks by the Croatian side during the war. As a 
result, Štefica Galić was hunted. For example, she was threatened by extreme right-wing portals or by telephone. “You 
don‘t want to know what I get called, my mailbox is flooded with it,” she described the hate tirades which were and 
still are inflicted on her. Of course, this is a great emotional burden, but Štefica Galić is also in great danger physically. 
She was attacked, beaten and threatened on the street. Although she defends herself against it legally, the success of 
legal action is practically zero and some of the litigation has been going on for years. This shows that the authorities, 
the police and the public prosecutor‘s office are not fulfilling their task of protecting Štefica Galić as a citizen from 
hostility. In this photo you see a man from whom no threats are to be expected. This is Mirzo Ćemalović and Štefica 
Galić knows many people like him. The retired lawyer Mirzo Ćemalović was imprisoned in a total of seven camps 
between May 1993 and March 1994. Among others in the aforementioned Heliodrom and in Dretelj near Čapljina. 
In all these camps people were murdered, tortured and many were raped. The rape of women and girls served as a 
brutal “weapon” in the war in Bosnia and Herzegovina and I think everyone here knows that. The systematic rape 
of men, on the other hand, is less well known. We want to take this on and we will certainly require the courageous 
network of Štefica Galić here as well. We met the former prisoner Mirzo Ćemalović in a café in Mostar and I was 
uncertain whether this would be the right place for a conversation about the traumatic camp experiences. It turned 
out, however, that there were many people sitting in this café who were prisoners-of-war in the camps of the Bosnian-
Croat army. The café is located in the Bosniak part of Mostar and many meet there for coffee. Mirzo Ćemalović 
would repeatedly greet others; just as he does in this photo. The 84-year-old he is speaking to here is a legend far 
beyond Mostar. It is Emir Balić, the famous bridge jumper of Mostar. In 1994 he was held captive for one year in the 
infamous camp “Heliodrom” and carry out forced labor, for example at the front.
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Štefica Galić will talk about the political situation in her country. One thing always plays a role: a social and political 
environment that stubbornly refuses to acknowledge and take responsibility for its own crimes. Those who – like 
Štefica Galić – do not accept said refusal, run the risk of being attacked, insulted and persecuted. Run the risk of 
being ignored or defended by the police and the judiciary. Run the risk of being verbally and physically attacked by 
HDZ party supporters. The collective denial of one‘s own crimes goes hand in hand with a reinterpretation of history. 
For example, schools, streets and squares are renamed and they are given questionable names of new or former 
Croatian heros. Even the Tito partisans who fought against the German occupiers and the fascist Ustasha no longer fit 
into the picture.

“We are watching you” That is the meaning of the graffiti you see in this photo depicting the partisan cemetery in 
Mostar. About 800 partisans who fought against the German Nazis and the Croatian fascists of Ustasha, are buried 
there. The cemetery was designed by the Serbian architect Bogdan Bogdanović, but the graves were destroyed. They 
were covered with Nazi and Ustasha symbols and Štefica Galić wrote about it again and again and drew attention 
to it. Although it could not be overlooked. The perpetrators who desecrated and destroyed the cemetery were neo-
Nazis and partisans of the Bosnian Croat Dragan Čović. He comes from Mostar and until recently he was president 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina representing the Croats. Mirzo Ćemalović told us that he took forced labourers from the 
camps during the war.

Mostar commemorates the liberation from fascism at the partisan cemetery on the 14th of February. When neo-Nazis 
threw stones and Molotov cocktails, Štefica Galić photographed everything, wrote about it and reported the attack to 
the police. The police did not process the report and did not pass it on. Nothing happened and the Ministry of the 
Interior only provided the information that everything was under investigation, whereas by contrast, much action was 
taken against Štefica Galić. She was insulted, threatened and attacked in a shopping centre, at the police and on 
so-called social networks. Yet again! By officials of the Ministry of the Interior too, as she says. Her complaints to the 
police were protracted.



“Stop the violence against journalists in Bosnia and Herzegovina”. This was the slogan under which people recently 
demonstrated in Banja Luka. Journalists live dangerously in Bosnia and Herzegovina if they have no interest in 
reporting on cooking recipes or the new nail studio. In 2018 alone, 41 of them were attacked and, in some cases, 
seriously injured, according to research carried out there by the Journalists‘ Association. Bosnia and Herzegovina are 
divided, as is the press. The citizens have no confidence in the institutions. There is no compensation law or pension 
for people such as Mirzo Ćemalović, who were arbitrarily detained and tortured in the camps of the Bosnian-Croat 
army. The new generation hears the stories of the deluded elderly and many of the younger people ones are leaving 
the country in droves. The people in Bosnia and Herzegovina have largely lost their peace. What is needed are 
common history books, common schools, and common reappraisal of the history of Yugoslavia.

I do not want to end on a grim note. In this photo you can see what the partisan cemetery has looked like since 
May 2018. The gravestones have been renovated again and are clean. Štefica Galić often goes there and shows it to 
anyone who is interested and tells the story of the cemetery. Incidentally the mayor of Mostar was not present at the 
opening of the renovated cemetery, but an EU delegation attended. Štefica Galić has expectations of us. She expects 
the EU and Germany not to look the other way and allow that which would be forbidden there, to happen in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina.

“Get involved in our internal affairs, because aggression has never stopped in our country.” This is what Štefica Galić 
expressly wants from us.

So now we know what needs to be done, Štefica. We thank you for fighting for freedom of expression!
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Words of Thanks

I am especially honoured and thank all those who made it possible for me to be here today to receive this important 
award. The person after whom this award was named, I promise, will inspire and motivate me in my subsequent 
work, in the struggle for a better and more just world.

I receive this award at a time when I almost had lost all faith in the good and the just. This award does not come from 
my country, but from you, from Germany.

I cannot help but think of the saying that the prophet is worth nothing in his own country. It is like it is; I am happy 
that someone has recognized my years of commitment and struggle. I work and fight and never thought I would ever 
get a prize for it, nor did I expect it. All my activity is the result of what I feel is my moral and human duty, no less and 
no more.

I fight to be absolutely clear against a system where nationalism and clerical fascism are the yardstick, where “their 
criminals” are celebrated as heroes, and where this is seen as a patriotic act; against a system that deals with human 
lives and their property, whose educational system will produce future soldiers that will hate everything that does not 
belong to them; where national parties constantly win the elections … this system is my enemy!

Bosnia and Herzegovina is a beautiful country, destroyed by a terrible government. I don‘t want to embellish it, and 
this may sound rough to many, but: we have been ruled over a quarter of a century by a network of useless people – 
three ethnic cartels. They have seduced us, led us into war, killed us, displaced us to all parts of the world, plundered 
all of society‘s assets, and they continue to do so to this day. They leave behind only moral and material dilapidation, 
nothing good.

Štefica Galic’
Photografer, Journalist and Human Rights Activist 
from Bosnia-Herzegovina



Free speech is gagged, courts are placed under political control, the democratic space is being tapered by 
“democratic” means, an atmosphere of fear, poverty, and apathy spreads. Fear and ignorance are the basis of all 
suffering and the best political weapon. People no longer believe in what they see, but in the words of their leaders, 
who poison the public space with their lies through the media that serve them.

The result: massive emigration of young people and their families looking for a better future and a normal life — not 
ever returning to the past.

I don‘t want to complain, but the fact is that I have to deal with this system on a daily basis – with the police, the 
courts, and the rights of the street … because of my commitment I have lost almost everything ranging from a good 
reputation to my own existence. Many have turned their backs on me as friends and family … On the other hand, 
despite everything, it is greatly encouraging that there are many, many more people who support and help me … 
Why? Because I speak the truth of what I‘ve seen with my own eyes. Besides making sacrifices in the war and 
post-war period, I have never deviated from the “principle of humanity”. I did not approve the division, the national 
blackmail, and the intimidation of the “official truth” and “alternative facts” of the new creators and old avengers.

Those of us who believe there are no excuses or circumstances that justify war crimes, camps, and displacements 
simply because someone has a different name, religion or nationality, are considered national traitors. In spite of the 
Hague Judgments, in spite of the trials before the courts in Bosnia and Herzegovina, the truth is constantly being 
suppressed at all levels.

That is precisely why I insist on the importance and clarification of the truth about the past. My point is that 
“forgetting a crime is a crime”. I don’t renounce the common future of all in Bosnia and Herzegovina, but only if all 
atrocities of the past are dealt with and forgiveness of the victims is asked. For without it there is no catharsis; for 
without catharsis there is a real danger that what has happened will happen again.
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Once again, I want to be very direct: everything is being done to divide the country in order to annex the parts 
to Croatia and Serbia— the two states that committed aggression against Bosnia and Herzegovina in the 1990s. 
This aggression, which was originally military, then economic and now diplomatic, has never ceased, it has merely 
changed for Ms

I would like to mention the media again, because many of its members have contributed to this break-up and general 
suffering:

Some journalists have become dealers of hatred and instruments of conflict because they have lost their 
professionalism and ethics. Without reporters, this war would not have been possible. This is how it was in the 1990s, 
and unfortunately this is how it is still today.

The poisonous vocabulary of hate, of radicalism, the acceptance of violence as something normal, as well as fake 
news, discrimination, xenophobia towards migrants, are all part of our daily lives. Society is plagued by taboos, 
mistakes, the flood of historical revisionism, self-deception, corruption, and a general uncertainty.

Today, it seems to us as if our nationalism was a kind of right-wing “avant-garde”, a marker to what is happening 
today in Europe, the USA and beyond.

Radicalism (fascism under the mantle of democracy) is spreading like a virus, and we are all becoming victiMs

Digitalisation and social networks have changed the media landscape; free speech blends with hate speech and 
the institutions don’t have the adequate mechanisms to prevent this trend in the public space. The list of journalists 
killed is getting longer and longer. According to a UNESCO report, a journalist is killed in the world every fourth day. 
Between 2006 and 2017, 1,009 people involved in journalism were killed. This year in Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
there were 41 assaults on reporters and violations of media rights. This should not come as a surprise, since the 
situation in society is reflected in the media. That is why it is vital to carry out journalistic work in a humane, fair, and 
responsible manner.



In 1993, when I had to leave my city and my country by bus for Zagreb and on to Prague with my children, I held a 
little book in front of my eyes so that my children would not see my tears and my fear, while the policemen searched 
my suitcases at the border. In this booklet by Martin Luther King I found this saying: Our generation will not care 
about the cruelties of evil people, as it will about the devastating silence of the good ones.

On my way to Prague I asked myself: Did we keep quiet? Could we have done more? What’s right, is that we rebelled 
against fascism fuelled by war dogs in Bosnia and Herzegovina. I remember the trucks bringing our Bosnian 
neighbours to the camps, their screams as they were tortured; I saw people disappearing; mosques, Orthodox 
churches, houses burning, people being transported in refrigerated trucks, our neighbours fleeing and disappearing, 
Korans burning in front of the house of a slaughtered old woman, local terrorists threatening and killing—terrorists 
who still remain unpunished to this day; I saw a world breaking down and disappearing.

I did what I could do in those moments. I helped out with letters of guarantee and photographs, but a question 
haunted me: could we have done more? I still don‘t know. Nevertheless, we rebelled publicly – you won‘t do that in 
our name, we are against fascism. You cannot put innocent people away … everyone else kept silent. Yes, many have 
helped secretly, but nobody publicly.

They called us the “Mujahideen Embassy” and refer to us as “traitors of the Croatian people”, members of the secret 
police, these Yugoslavs. When everyone was released from the camps, we went with the children to Prague. My 
husband Ned̄o said at that time: “I couldn’t, out of shame, look straight if I now stayed with these fascists who want 
a clean nation”. When the Dayton Agreement was signed, we returned to Ljubuški, but we were no more than lepers 
and completely isolated there. I‘ve done a lot of things to survive: I’ve picked strawberries and cleaned hallways. 
Our children were victims of our commitment and my husband fell ill and died in 2001, leaving me with debts. Even 
today, it is difficult for me to talk about this time. I cannot remember a worse time in my life.
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I recounted about this terrible time in the documentary film “Ned̄o from Ljubuški”, made in 2012 by Dr. Svetlana 
Broz, granddaughter of Josip Broz Tito, and director of the organization Gariwo, in light of the Prize for Civil Courage 
awarded posthumously to my husband. Since the release of this film, my family and I have gone through hell. A 
media chase of the rights, threats, verbal and physical attacks, obstruction by the police and the corrupt system 
ensued. We locked our house and left Ljubuški.

That‘s how we‘re rewarded.

Today we live in Mostar, on the left side of the Neretva in the Titova street. I feel safe and welcome here as long as 
I do not enter the “right (Croatian) side” of the city. There, I have been verbally attacked several times, even by the 
police in the police station, then at the market, on the street … not to mention the threats in the social networks. After 
each of my remarks, there was a whole gush. I don‘t report such incidents anymore, because I know that the police 
are “watchdogs” of the local political rulers, against whom I have been fighting for years.

I have sued for libel against some ultra-right and hateful media members for brutal lies and comments and, of 
course, I have lost. The reasoning behind it: it is not libel, it is the “judgement of the court”.

Free speech for the right dealers of hate! And that already in the third year, since they cut my pension in half to pay 
for their court costs.

Despite all this, I have been working for eight years on our portal Tacno.net, which is published by the association 
“Center for Critical Opinion”. Our staff and readers say that this is one of the few media outlets in the post-
Yugoslavian region that tries to maintain the dignity of the profession and report critically on important social issues, 
and it does so without taking in political or financial interests and intelligence structures. On our portal, texts are 
published by people of different professions, ages, nationalities, beliefs, yet they all have one thing in common: to 
criticize openly and harshly the government and society in which they live. Not because they love to criticize, but 
because they want to see improvement. For them, we are a “nest of resistance” and in our space a “fortress”.



We have also founded a school of critical thinking that has existed for two years now, with the aim to reach out 
to young people so that they don’t migrate, so that they can critically rethink the reality and thus, make their 
contribution to peace and human relations. We also have a publishing house, where 7 important books have already 
been published, and we organize a panel to discuss current topics with well-known “left” intellectuals. After all that 
has happened, and despite all the problems, I can still say:

It was worth it! There is no price tag to relinquish determination and morality, in short – to be human.

I apologise for exceeding the time allotted, but I had to say all this – especially here, especially today, and especially 
to you.

Once again: Thank you very much

 

Translated from the Bosnian Original by Gari Pavković, Stuttgart. 
Translated into German by L&K Übersetzungen, Schwäbisch Gmünd.
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Josephine Achiro with Award Certificate

Picture: D. Grbic, Bebop Media. By courtesy of the City of Schorndorf.



Under the Patronage 
of the Prime Minister of Baden-Württemberg 

Mr Winfried Kretschmann 
the

 
Palm-Foundation Registered Nonprofit Organisation

 
 

 
awards 

Ms

Josephine Achiro Fortelo Olum
from South Sudan 

the

Johann-Philipp-Palm-Award for Freedom of Speech and the Press 2018

For her outstanding commitment against violence, poverty and ignorance in Southern Sudan.

Josephine Achiro Fortelo Olum is a key member of the CrossBorderNetwork, a transnational network of peace and 
media activists. Despite the dangers of the ongoing civil war, she and her team work to provide the population with 
reliable and vital news. She helps to set up citizen radio stations, trains people in dealing with the media and thus 

enables a free exchange of viewpoints and information.

With unprecedented confidence, Josephine Achiro Fortelo Olum encourages her fellow human beings to avoid the 
path of violence and warmongering and instead, to work for a peaceful future for all ethnic groups in her homeland. 

Deeply rooted in her Christian faith, she counters hatred with charity and violence with forgiveness.

She is thus positioned in close proximity to the tradition of the bookseller Johann Philipp Palm.

Josephine Achiro Fortelo Olum shares the Award with Štefica Galić from Bosnia-Herzegovina.
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Laudation on Josephine Achiro Fortelo Olum

 
 
Dear Sirs and Madams, dear Josephine

I am very pleased to be here tonight and to be allowed to deliver the laudation speech on Josephine Achiro Fortelo.

I came to know Josephine as a passionate journalist, an intrepid campaigner for freedom of expression, and now as 
a good friend. Our first meeting took place several years ago, on another continent, several thousand kilometers away 
– in South Sudan. The Deutsche Welle, or to be more precise – the media development organization DW Akademie, 
works there in collaboration with independent media companies. And even before meeting her, I heard other people 
talk about her – with much respect.

Josephine Achiro is a journalist who hails from South Sudan. That which is just the simple mention of a person‘s 
profession carries a completely different meaning there. Working as a journalist in South Sudan requires 
assertiveness, a genuine passion for free media and a lot of courage.

South Sudan is the youngest country in the world, becoming independent only in 2011. After decades of civil war to 
gain independence, it is not easy to create conditions for lasting peace. Old political rivalries dating back to the civil 
wars are ongoing, with the addition of ethnic conflicts, and also the greed of international companies for raw materials 
– in this case crude oil. The economic situation of the state is a desolate one. A vast country that possesses incredibly 
rich natural resources, fertile farmlands and a promising future. But no development can take place without lasting 
peace.

Due to the ongoing fighting and the resulting famine, many people have been displaced in the country itself or had 
to flee to neighbouring countries: a total of 1.8 million people are internally displaced; over two million have fled to 
neighbouring countries, most of them to Uganda – this tiny East African country has taken in nearly one million South 
Sudanese.

Reporting on refugees and many other topics is not permitted in South Sudan. But some brave journalists dare 
to, regardless. A number of them have been imprisoned and tortured, partly because they interviewed opposition 
politicians; basically only because they performed their job as journalists.

Militias in various parts of the country have their own agenda – and they too do not want the media to report on their 
illegal activities. The result is that citizens do not have the full picture of the political situation and often rely on – false 
– rumors. In addition, they have no voice, because freedom of expression is not guaranteed.

Sheila Mysorekar
Deutsche Welle Akademie, Bonn



 

For this reason the role of journalists in South Sudan is all the more important. It is they who, against all odds, try to 
establish a certain public sphere.

As the director of Bakhita FM radio, Josephine Achiro established a call-in program on which the listeners can call 
the station and discuss a topic live. It is still the only live call-in program that exists in South Sudan – and a thorn in 
the side of both the government and militia.

In addition, Josephine Achiro is the coordinator of the Cross-Border Network, which is supported by DW Akademie. 
This network ensures that information is exchanged between independent radio stations in South Sudan and 
Uganda. In this way clarity about the political situation is ensured on both sides of the border and rumors and fresh 
aggression are stopped in its tracks.

The fact that Josephine Achiro Fortelo is awarded the Johann-Philipp-Palm-Award for Freedom of Speech and the 
Press today, is a great honor and recognition for her tireless struggle for free media.

Josephine has a reputation in South Sudan as someone who won’t be silenced. And: she continues to live there. This 
is dangerous; her courage makes her the target of the powers that be. Awarding an international prize also means 
there is a measure of protection in the context of violence and impunity.

In this sense, the award not only signifies personal success for Josephine Achiro, but it is also a tribute to all 
journalists in South Sudan who are carrying out their work at great risk. The representatives of the media who are 
persecuted, intimidated and often arrested. Who have to flee to foreign countries in order to save their lives. Many of 
them have been killed.

This award highlights the situation of the media in South Sudan internationally. In this way the struggle of journalists 
and human rights activists is brought to our attention – they are in need of our solidarity and our support. If we are 
serious about freedom of speech and the press – if we are serious about human rights and democracy, then we 
ought to support those individuals in other countries who are campaigning for these causes. The Johann-Philipp-
Palm-Award is one such form of support.

Josephine Achiro is an excellent journalist and a very courageous woman who not only fights for freedom of speech 
and the press in her country, but calls for peace and unity – in a context where this can be deadly. I sincerely hope 
that she and her colleagues are able to prevail in their struggle for freedom of the press. It will be difficult and may 
take a long time – but in the end, they will be the ones who bring peace and unity to the youngest country in the 
world.

Many Thanks.
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Josephine Achiro Fortelo Olum
Radio Journalist and Media Trainer from South Sudan

Words of Thanks

I stand here to talk on behalf of my collages in South Sudan as we work together to end the culture of impunity for 
crimes against journalists in South Sudan. We are concerned about killings, detentions, harassment of journalists 
among other press freedom violations in South Sudan.

Prior to the above-mentioned incident, unknown gunmen have now been a different style of killings in South Sudan, 
we find it very worrying that there was no any incident of the killings been investigated. The lack of justice for victims 
is unfair image to South Sudan as well as its commitment to promoting safety of journalists and combatting impunity 
for crimes against journalists.

We therefore call up your support, to help our authority understand how Media can be used to save lives. We are also 
committed to support your efforts towards ensuring a safe environment for journalists and the people of South Sudan 
to enjoy their fundamental rights to freedom of expression and human rights for both online and offline media.

Most journalists and media houses have adopted the survival strategy “self-censorship” to avoid confrontation with 
government. The safety of the journalists seems to overrides the journalistic principle to inform the public.

The level of fears in the journalists in South Sudan could be seen in the nature of stories covered in the newspapers, 
radio stations as well as on the online newspapers.



 
 
Since the start of revitalization of ARCSS to end the five years conflict, no case of journalist arrests has been reported 
but the media performance has gone down in term of the standard of news reported and areas covered. The arrest of 
analyst and academic Dr. Peter Biar Ajak, increases the fear in the media fraternity.

The media generally in the country focused much on conflict and peace negotiation but neglect the human suffering 
as a consequence of the conflict.

Johann-Philipp-Palm-Award for Freedom of the Speech on the Press 2018 is a reminder of our responsible as 
Journalist in South Sudan to do away with self-censorship and informed our people with news.

Yours Sincerely,

Josephine Achiro 
Executive Director for CoMNeTss & Coordinator 
for CBN-South Sudan

 
 

The spoken word applies. Spontaneously improvised oral ammendments were not contributed to the editor.
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Congratulations amongst “Colleagues”

Picture: D. Grbic, Bebop Media. By courtesy of the City of Schorndorf.



Press Coverage

Overview of the press coverage

Balkan Transitional Justice, 2 August 2012 
Dangerous Life of Štefica Galić, Ljubuski´s Oskar Schindler

DAS Interview, April 2016 
Who to look out for: Im Gespräch mit Josephine Achiro Fortelo

Deutsche Welle, 2 May 2016 
Outh Sudan – Still Broadcasting Loud and Clear

Voice Of Africa, VOA, 3 May 2016 
Journalist on South Sudan Call Their Work Difficult, Dangerous

Deutsche Welle, 28 May 2016 
Heldin der Pressefreiheit: Josephine Achiro Fortelo aus Südsudan

Der Standard.de, 2 May 2017 
Kampf um alte Kriegsziele geht in Bosnien-Herzegowina weiter

D+C, Development and Cooperation, 28 August 2017 
South Sudan cross-border cooperation

Novilist.hr, 3 December 2017 
Intervju Štefica Galić – žena koja je spašavala živote: Hrvatska mora napraviti otklon od Herceg-Bosne

ARD Wien/Südosteuropa, 8 December 2017 
»Lager gehören zum Krieg nun mal dazu« – Recherchen in der bosnisch-herzegowinischen Heimat des 
Kriegsverbrechers Slobodan Praljak

Deutsche Welle, 8 December 2017 
Südsudan: Immer wieder auf Sendung
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Der Standard.de, 11 December 2017 
Bosnienkrieg: Kroatische Minister bei Gedenkfeier von Kriegsverbrecher Praljak

Deutschlandfunk, 22 March 2018 
Bosnien und Herzegowina – Europas verlorener Staat

TACNO.net, 17 April 2018 
Attacks and hate speech on social networks

Schorndorfer Nachrichten, 25 June 2018 
Palm-Preis für zwei starke Frauen

TAZ, 6 October 2018 
Wahl in Bosnien-Herzegowina – auf der Suche nach Gerechtigkeit

Life PR – Deutsche Welle Akademie 
Palm-Preis für Projekt-Koordinatorin aus dem Südsudan

PH Gmünd, 28 November 2018 
Veranstaltungshinweis: Auf Sendung für Gerechtigkeit

VON, 28 November 2018 
South Sudanese Journalist wins 2018 Freedom of Speech award

Evangelisch.de, 29 November 2018 
Verbreiterhaftung im Jahre 1806

Media Freedom News, 29 November 2018 
Freedom of speech award for South Sudan journalist

Schorndorf Aktuell, 29 November 2018 
Einstehen für Meinungs- und Pressefreiheit

BlickPunkt DJV Baden-Württemberg, December 2018 
Palm-Preis für zwei starke Frauen – Štefica Galić und Josephine Achiro Fortelo ausgezeichnet

Deutsche Welle, 2 December 2018 
»Zločin je zaboraviti zločin«



N1, 2 December 2018 
Štefica Galić primila nagradu Johan Philipp Palm

Deutsche Welle, 3 December 2018 
DW Akademie: Palm-Preis für Projekt-Koordinatorin aus dem Südsudan

Schorndorfer Nachrichten, 3 December 2018 
Palm-Preis für Štefica Galić und Josephine Achiro Fotelo Olum

Stuttgarter Zeitung, 3 December 2018 
Johann-Philipp-Palm-Preis verliehen – Mutiger Einsatz für Presse- und Meinungsfreiheit

Vijesti.ba, 3 December 2018 
Štefica Galić primila nagradu Johan Philipp Palm: Ne odričem se zajedničke budućnosti svih nas u BiH

Excerpts from Facebook from 22 June until 10 December 2018 
Johann-Philipp-Palm-Preis für Meinungs- und Pressefreiheit (@PalmPreis) AND Johann Philipp Palm (jpp)

Gmünder Tagespost, 5 December 2018 
»Wir sind die Gewehre gewöhnt«

Schorndorf Aktuell, 6 December 2018 
Palm-Preis für Pressefreiheit verliehen

Die Linke Züricher Zeitung, 7 December 2018 
Einsatz für Meinungsfreiheit

Excerpts from Twitter, from 24 June until 10 December 2018 
@JPP1806 #PalmAward #PalmPreis #PressFreedom #FreeSpeech

AfriqueActu.radio, 12 December 2018 
Josephine Achiro et la bosnienne Štefica Galić, co-lauréates du prix Johann-Philip-Palm pour la liberté d‘expression 
et de la presse 2018

NEWSHOUR, 4 January 2019 
Josephine Achiro Fortelo announced for Palm-Foundation Award
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Press Coverage (Translated Excerpt)

evangelisch.de from 29 November 2018

Liability of Dissemination in 1806

The Johann-Philipp-Palm-Award, which two “freedom of 
expression heroines” will be awarded with on Sunday in 
Schorndorf, Württemberg, is not rated as one of the best-known 
media prizes. Though behind it, there is an exciting and highly 
topical story ...

Grimme, Nannen, Otto Brenner Prize, Bambi and Golden Camera, 
Echo and Lola. On Wednesday the Hanns-Joachim-Friedrichs-
Prize was awarded in Hamburg, on Friday follows the DAfF-Prize of 
the German Academy for Television in Berlin (not to be confused 
with the German television prize, which is still best known – thanks 
to Marcel Reich-Ranicki‘s public rejection ten years ago – it will be 
awarded only in January again). There is no shortage of prizes of 
and / or for media. They are usually awarded in Berlin, Hamburg, 

Cologne or Munich – in the cities that compete for the title of Media Metropolis in media federalism. And on Sunday, 
the Johann-Philipp-Palm-Award will be awarded in Schorndorf.

Schorndorf? A city east of Stuttgart with many beautiful half-timbered houses, as the top photo on the website of the 
prize-giving Palm-Foundation depicts so beautifully. Two pharmacies in pretty half-timbered houses standing side 
by side on the square: The Gaupp‘sche from the 17th century and the Palm‘sche from the same century, which is 
associated with the foundation. Johann Philipp Palm was born there in 1766. But he is not the best-known native of 
Schorndorf – that‘s Gottlieb Daimler, housing a small museum in another half-timbered house.

To claim that Palm is well known would be an exaggeration anyway. He was that in other epochs. Both are related 
to the place where he died: Braunau am Inn. Regarding perception, Johann Philipp Palm had a Hitler problem – 
absolutely unjustly. After all, Adolf Hitler was a long time away from being born when Palm was shot in 1806. Only, 
in his book “Mein Kampf” (meaning My Struggle) the most famous native from Braunau, later drew on the first 
two pages already, what Annette Krönert from the board of the Palm-Foundation calls a “crude line of continuity” 
between himself and Palm as a supposed freedom fighter for a German nation that hardly anyone had even thought 
of around 1800. On the Palm-Foundation´s website Thomas Schnabel of Haus der Geschichte Baden-Württemberg 
quotes what Hitler wrote exactly. In fact, Johann Philipp Palm was a martyr for freedom of speech and the press.

Because he had distributed a publication which made the powers that be uncomfortable, he was executed by French 
occupying troops on the orders of the French Emperor Napoleon, in Braunau, Austria (which shortly afterwards 
became Bavarian again for a brief time). The publication was called “Germany’s deep humiliation”.



Human Rights and Grand Dukes

“Humiliation”? Even from a present-day perspective the title makes you sit up and 
take notice. No one would seriously revert to such utterances any more, especially 
in Germany, or if they did, they would more likely speak of the humiliation of 
culture and civilization by Hitler and his many followers. In 1806, “Germany in 
its Deep Humiliation” was a well-informed, critical and sometimes polemical 
pamphlet, an editorial at the height of the politically turbulent times so to speak. 
Just at that time, the old German Empire (with the pompous attributes of “Holy” 
and “Roman”, which were already perceived as outdated then) went under. The 
whole of Germany to the left of the Rhine was annexed by the French Republic, 
which then became the empire itself (This afforded the former subjects of the 
archiebiscopal electors and counts for Citoyen citizens with entirely new civil and 
human rights – on the other hand the young men were also forcibly recruited 
to be become soldiers for Emperor Napoleon). Many small German states 
disappeared from the map, previous dukes and electors rose to grand dukes or 
kings without granting their subjects new rights. Nevertheless, they were sent to 
Napoleon‘s wars.

The pamphlet polemicized against all such things. It sharply criticised – which rarely happened throughout the 19th 
century – the Kingdom of Prussia and the third Polish division in 1795 (“for the disreputable fragmentation of a 
great kingdom”), which took Poland off the maps until it reappeared there again in 1918. To those who would like 
to read the pamphlet – it is available online at the Bayerische Staatsbibliothek in original Gothic print and in Roman 
characters at epoche-napoleon.net.

What had Johann Philipp Palm achieved through this? He did not even write the pamphlet. That much is known. 
“There were different theories throughout the centuries” of who the author was. “So far none has led to a result,” 
says historian Krönert. The frequently voiced view that Palm could have saved his life if he had revealed the author 
is a “misjudgement,” she says. He was executed on Napoleon‘s explicit orders and was “the example to be set” – 
especially in his capacity as a disseminator of critical publication. Palm was a bookseller and publisher by profession 
in Nuremberg. Among other things, he issued French dictionaries and grammars in his publishing house. He “tried 
to cover a wide range,” says his descendant Annette Krönert, “also because he was financially dependent on it.”

And that is precisely what leads to the present: freedom of expression must apply to all opinions (or the broad 
bandwidth of opinions in accordance with the constitution), regardless of one‘s own opinion. It is crucial to the 
business of the media. And the fact that the death sentence against Palm contradicted every law in force at the 
time – the Nuremberg law (Nuremberg was barely still a free imperial city before the new Kingdom of Bavaria 
annexed it ...), the Bavarian law and the progressive French law anyway – excited the contemporaries. And liability of 
dissemination is a highly topical issue: Is Youtube responsible for everything it distributes? The planned EU copyright 
law (cf. last week‘s media column) also aims to do just that. There are reasons to demand this, but also reasons to 
take a critical look at the plans – especially in terms of view of freedom of expression.
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Nothing is actually known about Palm‘s own views. When he ”... was asked: if I had spread political writings; I said 
what I knew, that the like could only have been dispatched accidently by way of forwarding agency, but not with my 
will and knowledge”, he wrote in the farewell letter to his family (“Treasure of my heart! Dearly beloved children!”).

Bosnia und South Sudan

Because of his instrumentalisation during the Nazi period, Palm soon fell into oblivion, albeit not immediately. In 
the early 1950s, the young GDR tried to capture him as “the small bookseller against the feudal lords,” “and with 
anti-French force,” because of the clear (and well-founded) antifeudalist tendencies it propagated in his pamphlets, 
says Annette Krönert. But the centuries-old German-French hostility in the West disappeared quickly and thoroughly 
disappeared. This approach probably petered out for this reason.

In 1995 the family established the foundation named after him in order to preserve the memory of Johann Philipp 
Palm. Every two years since 2002, the “International Johann-Philipp-Palm-Award for Freedom of Speech and the 
Press“; endowed with 20,000 euros, has been awarded to “Heroes of Freedom of Opinion” who, like the patron said, 
have often been physically threatened.

This year, there are two heroines (incidentally the proportion of women among those honoured is high): On Sunday, 
Josephine Achiro Fortelo Olum from South Sudan will receive an award – she hails from Sudan “a country without 
Internet,” as Krönert noted while trying to contact the radio journalist. The second prizewinner Štefica Galić comes 
from nearby Bosnia, which indicates that freedom of expression is also directly under threat in Europe. Galić is 
considered a ‘person who fouls its own nest’ and is exposed to open threats, harassment and even physical attacks 
by reactionary nationalists. She receives neither protection nor help from state institutions,” the press release says.

As distant as the events of 1806 may seem, if only because of the rich European history in the 212 years thereafter, 
not everything that happened lies that far back. And media prizes awarded in less metropolitan places like Marl 
or Schorndorf are often no less interesting than the large numbers in Berlin, Hamburg or Munich. And this too is 
precisely what makes media federalism so special.



Press Coverage (Translated Excerpt)

Schorndorfer Nachrichten from 3 December 2018

Palm-Award for Štefica Galić and Josephine Achiro Fotelo Olum

By Sabine Reichle

The Johann-Philipp-Palm-Award for Freedom of Speech 
and the Press was awarded to journalists Štefica Galić from 
Bosnia and Josephine Achiro Fotelo Olum from South 
Sudan in the Barbara-Künkelin-Hall in Schorndorf.

Every single word would be worth writing down here. The 
words that were spoken at the Palm-Award ceremony on 
Sunday are worth repeating over and over again. So that 
what Professor Heiner Bielefeldt, theologian, philosopher and 
historian, spoke of in his speech, are not lost: The trust in the 
world that we as human beings need and must protect, the 
trust in the world without which peace is impossible. Awards 
such as the Palm-Award honour people who have done 
something extraordinary with their work.

Journalists Štefica Galić from Bosnia and Josephine Achiro 
Fortelo Olum from South Sudan are such people: Despite 
massive resistance, hostility and threats, both have retained 

their capacity to criticise and doubt, their commitment to humanity and truth. Their journalistic work is therefore 
valuable “work for peace”, as Heiner Bielefeldt explained in his speech.

It is now the ninth time that it has been awarded, the prize which was donated by Johann Philipp Palm and with 
which he wanted to work beyond his lifetime for the “furtherance of res publica”. Acting in the furtherance of the 
“public cause,” as Professor Ulrich Palm put it in his welcoming address, means continuing the legacy Johann 
Philipp Palm had dedicated himself to in 1945: “to fight future radical nationalism”.

Fight against Oppression and Injustice

Nationalism, the destructive effect of its poison is clearer more than ever. Women like Štefica Galić and Josephine 
Achiro Fortelo Olum raise their voices to fight oppression and injustice. In doing so, they also give a voice to those 
who cannot do it themselves. Prizes like the Palm-Award reinforce these voices.
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Štefica Galić from Bosnia (right) and Achiro Fortelo Olum 
from South Sudan have been awarded the Johann-Philipp-
Palm-Award for Freedom of Speech and the Press.
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Just how important this strengthening, this international solidarity is, was also expressed by the award winning Štefica 
Galić in her moving speech with a quote from Martin Luther King: “One day our generation will have to regret not only 
the evil deeds of the bad people, but also the terrible silence of the good ones”.

And so every society, every individual has the duty: not to remain silent in the face of injustice, even if the injustice 
seems far away. Therefore, in his greeting the Lord Mayor Matthias Klopfer urged everyone to “show attitude”. This 
was the attitude recently adopted by around 2000 people at the demonstration against right-wing extremism in 
Schorndorf. This is how the two winners apply it in their work every day.

Journalistic Work can be Peace Work

Journalistic work in this sense can be understood as “peace work”. It 
has “confidence-building potential” which is what democracy needs, 
according to Professor Bielefeldt in his keynote speech, Hannah Arendt 
quoting. But this trust is increasingly at risk. Not through lies per se, 
but by the fact, according to Bielefeldt, “that the uncovering of lies no 
longer triggers reflexes of shame”.

Then, when we are no longer ashamed, when injustice happens 
to other people, when we “get lost in an endless tempest” instead 
of searching for the truth, then “the erosion of trust in the world” 
threatens, then we lose common sense.

We need this foundation of common sense, however. It unites us in 
order “not to plunge into the bottomless abyss”. Without this foundation 
our orientation would be lost, without it communication is not possible 
that deserves to be called by this name. But if we no longer talk to each 
other, then we can no longer act in unison.

The official speech came from Heiner 
Bielefeldt: No peace without freedom of 
expression.
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Defenders of Human Rights

In his speech, Heiner Bielefeldt warned against this “crisis of world trust ”. A crisis that shows itself in public 
institutions, for example when corruption becomes structural, when people withdraw because they no longer have 
trust in their institutions. Crises that reveal themselves in that there is no longer any public space in which public 
and free speech can be conducted. And crises that show that communication “across their own borders is no longer 
allowed”.

Critical and independent fact-based journalism plays a central role in overcoming these crises, warned Bielefeldt. It 
strengthens this “critical trust”, which is so essential for democracy. And that is also why the autocrats of this world 
are so suspicious of it, “they want followers,” says Professor Heiner Bielefeldt.

“Crises of confidence are not developments of fate,” says Professor Bielefeldt. Journalists such as the Palm-Award 
winners this year are role models – human rights defenders. In his speech, Professor Bielefeldt emphasised the great 
importance of human rights to freedom of expression and freedom of the press: “Researched, critical, courageous 
journalists play a very important role in ensuring that “the truth can be discussed”.
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Press Coverage (Untranslated Excerpt)

Excerpts from Twitter, from 24 June until 10 December 2018 
@JPP1806 #PalmAward #PalmPreis #PressFreedom #FreeSpeech
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Press Coverage (Untranslated Excerpt)

Excerpts from Facebook from 22 June until 10 December 2018 
Johann-Philipp-Palm-Preis für Meinungs- und Pressefreiheit (@PalmPreis) AND Johann Philipp Palm (jpp)
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Standing Ovations for Two Brave Women

 Picture: D. Grbic, Bebop Media. By courtesy of the City of Schorndorf.
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Gratitude

We are continually working on making the ceremony for the bestowement of the Johann-Philipp-Palm-Award for 
Freedom of Speech and the Press even more impressive. This is how we got the idea of singing together as an 
auditorium for the award winners, thereby assuring them of our recognition and support. It was uplifting to hear the 
sound of 300 voices singing “Die Gedanken sind frei”, a German popular Ballad from the 19th century, for the award 
winners. A video on our homepage captures the goose bump moment. The singing of this song as a polyphonic 
commitment to freedom of expression should also be part of the program in the future.

There are many to thank for their support in the preparation and execution of the ceremony – first and foremost the 
co-host, Lord Mayor Matthias Klopfer and his staff, for their many years of reliable collaboration. We would also like 
to thank the Minister President of the State of Baden-Württemberg, Winfried Kretschmann, for his patronage and 
the associated welcoming address. Of great value are our collaboration and project partners, in particular Amnesty 
International, Journalists Help Journalists, Haus der Geschichte Baden-Württemberg, the German section of 
Reporters without Borders and Deutsche Welle Academy are valuable.

The award winners are always carefully selected by our Board of Trustees. It is enriching when, as occurred this 
year, young people join the experienced ones – and it all fits. Christa Vossschulte, former Vice-President of the state 
parliament carefully guided the committee through the debates. We thank her for her years of loyalty, even under 
adverse circumstances.

I would also like to thank all the participants who helped to shape the 9th award ceremony – in this I especially thank 
Professor Ulrich Palm for his diverse consulting work, the eulogists for their moving words, the two musicians for 
the carefully chosen music, the photographer for capturing the moment, the Künkelin-Halle team, the Palm office 
team (in particular Ms Neuwirth for her forbearance with my piles of paper and Ms Beckhoff for her constancy), the 
colleagues on the Board of Directors and the Supervisory Board for their cooperation, Martin Pfeiffer for editing the 
German version of the documentation.

It goes without saying that the network on whose ‘wings of support’ we carry out our work is made up of far more 
organisations, people and relationships than those mentioned above. United with strong partners, we work against 
real threats and perfidious infiltration strategies of freedom of expression and freedom of the press worldwide. And we 
will continue to do so next year: Die Gedanken sind frei - The Thoughts are Free!

With this in mind, a warm “HVALA” and “APUYO MATAKE” in the languages of our award winners!

Dresden, on World Press Freedom Day, 3 May 2019.

Annette Krönert 
Member of the Board of Directors

Annette Krönert
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